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the subject now because he thought the President 
intended to create a false impression on the public 
mind concerning the cost of the war. Let gentle- | 
men remember that the loan bill of $16,000,000 of | 
this session was for deficiencies of the last year. | 
The deficiencies of the present year were yet un- 
known. On the whole, Mr. S. here declared that 
the total sum which the people of this country | 
would have to pay, and lose out of the land fund 
together, in his @pinion, in consequence ef this 
war, would greatly exceed $120,000,000. But he | 
put itat the lowest probable sum. 

Mr. VINTON reminded the gentleman that he 
had omitted one very important item—the excess 
of the revenue over the ordinary current peace | 
expenditures of the Government. 

Mr. STEPHENS replied he had not put that | 
into the estimate, because he took it for granted 
that the party in power would spend all there was | 
in the treasury, notwithstanding all their profes- | 
sions for economy. [{Laughter.} 

Where was the indemnity, then, for this war? 
The payment of at least $120,000,000. This was 
our indemnity for the past. Why, this Adminis- 
tration had gone to wac for the enormous outrages 
committed by Mexico, and for the debt of $5,000,000 
due from that Republic to our citizens, and, after 
expending $120,000,000, had got a territory which 
was not claimed to be worth more than $30,000,000 
before the war, and we ourselves were to pay this | 
$5,000,000 to our citizens! 

Mr. SCHENCK said, that growing out of this | 
war, the Treasury Department had made a call for | 
additional clerks, whose salaries alone amounted | 
to as much as would paya regiment of a thousand | 
men—to $84,000. 

Mr. STEPHENS continued. Well, in addi- 
tion to this indemnity for the past ina barren coun- 
try, which we should have to pay some four times 


was the security for the future of which the Presi- | 
dent spoke? The glory of our arms. He (Mr. | 
8.) told the Administration and the country that | 
the President laid claim to that which did not be- | 
long to him. These glories could never be snatched | 
from the brows of those gallant officers and men | 
who had won them. These laurels appertained to | 
those brave men who had gone to war in their | 
country’s cause—they could never be wrested | 
from them by the Administration. There were 

glories which belonged to this war, and there were 

certain inglorious deeds, too, of the Administration | 
connected with it. There was the glory of involv- | 


ing his country in an unconstitutional and unne- || 


cessary war—a glory which rested on the brow of | 
the President. The glory of equivocating to the | 
country as to the objects of the war; the glory of 
entering into an odious if nota treacherous intrigue 
with Santa Anna, by which he was restored to 
lead his countrymen to fight against our gallant | 
army; the glory of not only withholding troops | 
from General Taylor, but of stripping him of his | 
gallant men, of ering him exposed to the over- 
whelming numbers of Santa Anna’s army; the 
glory of attempting to supplant the same gallant 
general with a lieutenant general—these laurels | 
encircled the President’s illustrious brew! The | 
glory also of having ordered Mr. Marcy to write | 
that ignominious letter toGeneral Taylor, charging 
him with giving valuable information to the enemy, 
and threatening him with dismissal, when he had 
borne aloft so gallantly our flag at Palo Alto, Resaca 
de la Palma, and Monterey, and in whose hands | 
the flag of his country had never been soiled; the 
glory of having sent General Pillow to Mexico to 
write his own praise; the glory of having brought 
home the gallant Scott, after his brilliant victories 
there, to be dishonored and disgraced in his own 
country,—these were a part of the glories which 
encircled the President’s brow! But the war glo- 
ries of a different sort which had been won by our 
officers and soldiers; by the gallant T wiggs, Shields, 
Smith, Worth, Quitman, Davis, Wool, and many 
others; by the brave and lamented Hardin, McKee, 
Clay, and Yell; by the gallant dead as well as by 
the gallant living; by the illustrious Scott and 
Taylor; these were glories which the Administra- 
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tion had no power to wrest from the brows of 
those who had so nobly won them. 

But in that message the President intimated that 
soon after the last war the Government had gone 
into enormous extravagancies, into wasteful ap- 
propriations of money for a general system of in- 
ternal improvements, and that General Jackson had 
arrested it. Now, he intended to nail that charge 
to the counter, as one of the specimens of this spu- 
rious coin which the President attempted to palm 
off upon a credulous and confiding country. He | 
had intended to have done it at an early period of 
the session, but he had not then had the opportu- 
We had pub- 
lished, in a Senate document (No. 44) of the last 
session of the last Congress, the amount of appro- 
priations made by the General Government for 
internal improvements since 1806. He had an ab- 
stract of this document before him, and he would 
read it, and let the country see how far it was that 
Mr. Monroe and Mr. Adams had gone into a 


' gigantic system of internal improvements, which 
| tt had been reserved for General Jackson to arrest. 


Here (said Mr.S.) is the recapitulation of the 
amount expended in each four years from 1806 for 


| internal improvements, taken from Senate Doc. 2d 


sess. 29th Cong., 44th page: 


Year. Amount. | Year. Amount. 
Bains cas Shien te $18,400 00 | 1831.......... $MGH 311 84 
SR 60,000 00 | 1832.......... 1.225,098 43 
PO vnscdkucese 56,000 06.| 1833... 202. 1,159,451 82 
Ses Kntvcrinte 30,000 00 J eee 1,641,621 52 
| | a Oe 100,000 O9 | 1835........0. 1,352,243 01 
Ress ccciw as 10,000 00 | 1836.......06. 1,837,520 31 
A 4,000 00 | 1837.......... 1,768,218 63 
WS aatanes bar 317,989 GO} I83R*......... 2,087,044 16 | 
RES h Re Saco « ~ SEBS Ob} IBN ...crcccccs 60.509 00 
WN osc co ccacca: Feaee O04 164. ..ccrcese 75,000 00 
ies acca 176,712 00 | 1842... .....- 109,000 00 


230,000 00 
695,500 00 
50,000 00 


1827...... 0000. SOBSMI 45 
. - 1,620,120 56 
TB2,..ccccccee. 608,560 25 _—_——- 
672,506 03 $17,199,223 21 
* The appropriation law of 1838 directed that but a portion 


IOAE cc cccecs 
1845.... 000 ee 











(not exceeding one-half) of amounts appropriated should be 


| expended in that year. 
Bureav or Cores Tor. Enatneers, Dev. 6, 1846. 
J.J. ABERT, 
Corps of Topographical Engineers. 
| From this document it appears, (said Mr. S.,) 
| that— 
During Mr. Monroe’s Administration there was 
appropriated for internal improvements ..... $702,621 60 
| During Mr. Adams’s four years there was appro- 
|. BRUMBERG Fo cc0escccscen SE ae ere waeoths 2,311,475 26 
| During Gen. Jackson’s Ist term, $3,983,278 12 
| Do. do. 2d term, 5,990,837 26 


| 





| During General Jackson’s eight years......... 9,974,115 38 
| The average per anaum during Mr. Adams’s 


| Administration was.............0.00. besnee 577,868 81 
| The average per annum during General Jack- 
| son’s Administration Was ..........e.ee eens 


| 1,246,764 42 
| 


The President also intimated in his message 
| now upon the table, that a standing army was dan- 
| gerous to the liberties of the people. He would 


have the country perhaps believe, that he there | 
| recommended a reduction of the army to its num- | 


| ber before the war. Now this he (Mr. S.) be- 


| 


| impression upon the country. The President had 
told us, in his message, that— 


| The old army, as it existed before the commencement of 
the war with Mexico, especially if authority be given to fill 
up the rank and file of the several corps to the maximum 
number authorized during the war, it is believed will be a 
sufficient force to he retained in service during a period of 
| peace. A few additional officers in the line and staff of the 
army have been authorized, and these, it is believed, will be 
| necessary in the peace estaldishment, and should be retained. 
in the service. The number of the general officers may be 
reduced, as vacancies occur by the casualties of the service, 
| to what it was before the war. 
“While the people of other countries, who live under 





| forms of Government less free thin our own, have heen for | 


| ages oppressed by taxation to support large standing armies 
| in periods of peace, our experience has shown that such 
| establishments are unnecessary in arepublic. Our standing 
army is to be found in the bosom of society. It is composed 
of free citizens, who are ever ready to take up arms in the 
service of their country when an emergency requires it. 
, Our experience in the war just closed fully confirms the 


opinion that such an army may be raised upon afew weeks? | 
notice, and that our citizen-soldiers are equal to any troops | 
| 


in the world. No reason, therefore, is perceived why we 
should enlarge our land forces, and thereby subject the 
Treasury to an annual increased charge. Sound policy re- 
quires that we should avoid the creation of a large standing 


lieved was a deliberate attempt to create a false | 


GTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


New Sentes.....No. 58. 





army in a period of peace. No public exigency requires 
it. Such armies are not only expensive and unnecessary, 
but may become dangerous to liberty.”’ 


Now, who can doubt that it was sought to make 
the honest people of the country suppose that this 
was a recommendation to Congress to go back to 
the peace establishment as it existed before the 
war? No such thing. The bill of the 13th May, 
1846, empowered the President to double the army; 
and if the army were to remain as the President 
here clearly intimates as proper, and said might 
safely be done, it would be 17,256 men in the rank 
and file of the army, instead of 8,616, as it existed 
before this war. Ifthe intimation of the President, 
or covert recommendation, should be carried out, 
our standing army would be doubled. 

Mr. McCLERNAND obtained the floor, and 
said he had risen, without previous preparation, to 
make such reply as he might, from hie general 
knowledge of the facts and circumstances, to the 

| extraordinary speech which had just been deliver- 
ed—with much eloquence and ability, he confessed 
—by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sre- 
pHENS.]| He had had some experience in this 
body; he had been here several years, and he must 
confess the spectacle exhibited this morning was 
the most extraordinary of any which had ever 
, come to his knowledge within the walls of this 
chamber. What were the facts? A few days ago 
this House had received a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States communicating the treaty 
which terminated the war with Mexico, and, in- 
stead of gentlemen on the other side of the Tlouse 
meeting the question and the fucts presented in 
that message, they were found now sedulously, 
| ingeniously devising means to avoid the responsi- 
bility of meeting this question and the facts—he 
| might say, by resorting to a subterfuge. The 
President informed us in his message that the war 
had terminated; that by the treaty terminating the 
war we had acquired New Mexico and California. 
What was the extent of these countries? We 
found that California stretched upon the Pacific 
coast something like one thousand miles; that it 
extended back upon the continent some six or 
' seven hundred miles; that California comprised 
within its limits the great Pacific harbor of the 
world—a harbor of sufficient capacity to receive 
all the navies of the world. We found that by 
the acquisition of California we had obtained the 
mastery of the Pacific—the control of that great 
ocean which opened out upon the East Indies and 
China, which country we might reach in thirty 
days with the aid of steam power; and that inex- 
haustible markets had been opened for the products 
of our country. We found that this vast acquisi- 
tion had been made by «his war, and consummated 
‘| by this treaty. Not only had we acquired Cali- 
| fornia, but New Mexico, a part of which pen | 
bordering upon the Rio Grande contained excel- 
lent lands, capable of producing such grains as 
| were grown in this country, and vines from which 
were manufactured the finest wines—wines high 
in estimation in Mexico andjin the United States. 
The President told us that all this had been ac- 
| quired by this war; and now what did he propose? 


| He asked Congress to take measures to consum- 


|, mate these acquisitions, to render them effectual; 

and Democrats on this floor were prepared to do 

so. But what was the position taken by the Op- 

position? Did they come forward to meet the 

question, and to disparage the value of these acqui- 
| sitions? No; but to revamp an old question, to 
| renew an old issue, and thus avoid meeting the 
'| subject. The Whig members of the House came 
forward, not directly to resist the consummation 

of the measures recommended by the President, 
_ but to make an old issue a new one—to bring up 
again the question of the boundary of Texas, the 
|| question of the power of the President of the Uni- 
‘| ted States, under the Canstitution, to establish 
military governments in New Mexico and Califor- 
nia; and thas, by indirection and evasion, they 
sought to shirk from their position of opposition 


|| the acquisition of the extensive territories which 
| became ours under the treaty, The country would 
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appreciate the effort, A few days ago, as soon as 
the message had been received from the President 
of the United States, the gentleman from Ohio {Mr. 
Vinton] h id proposed that its re ference should be 
arrested until the President had advised this House 
by what authority he had established military gov- 
ernments in New Mexico cast of the Rio Grande. 
Waa that ventleman, he wished to ask, prepared 
to refuse laws «ranting donations of lands to the 
settlers in tha Was he prepared to re- 
fuse to extend civil government ove r that country, 
to extend our commerce! il system over the harbors 
and forts of California, until the President had been 
catechised by this Elouse, and had advised them— 
of what he had already advised them—of the au- 
thority by virtue of w hich he had established mil- 
itary governments in New Mexico and California? 
Ifpon the eall of a gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Garrett Davis,] the President had, at the 
last session, informed Congress that it was under 


the authority of the United States as a conqueror 


teountry ¢ 


that these military governments had been estab- 
lished, 
purpose of securing the benetits of our conquest, 
that he had only gone to the extent of the author- 
ity of the cong rov under the principles of inter 
national law: and that, in fact, his course had been 
agreatametioration trom the rividness and seve rity 
of the old system of military law. 

Gentlemen on the other side would arrest the 


that they had only been established for the 


consummation of all these measures; would keep 
New Mexico and California eut of the Union; 
would refuse to errant bounties of | unds to our set- 
covernments for the 


tlers there; to establish civil 
protection of those of our citizens there, and who 
should go there; to extend our commercial system 
over the ports and harbors of that country, and 
thus open anew and important source of revenue 
for the treasury of the United States, until they 
should obtain, what had already been furnished 
by the President, full and satisfactory information 
as to the authority by which he had set up military 
governments over the conquered country during 
the time of war. It was a false issue attempted 
to be played off upon the country—an effort to 
skulk the tremendous responsibility which resulted 
from the uniform opposition they had made to the 
war wluch had now so successfully and so bril- 
liantly terminated. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said the gentleman 
from Illinois did not touch the point at issue made 
by the gentleman from Ohio or the gentleman from 
Georgia: Was Santa Fé in Texas or not? Before 
they agreed to set up civil government over Santa 
I'é, they wished to know whether it was actually 
within the territory and jurisdiction of a sovereign 
State or not? 

Mr. MeCLERNAND replied that he was com- 
ing to that point in due time. ‘The complaint he 
made against the Whig party was one founded 
upon the fact that they had uniformly opposed this 
war, and were now trying to prevent the consum- 
mation of the acquisitions brought about by it. 
How? By meeting the question directly, boldly ? 
No; by indirection, by subterfuge, by making 
anew the question of boundary, and of the author- 
ity of the President to establish military govern- 
ments in the conquered territory. In this way 
they were atlempting to dodge the responsibility of 
the position they had taken tn reference to this war. 
Why was it that they sought to evade this respon- 
sibility? Was it because they indulged the vain 
delusion that they would succeed in electing their 
candidate for the Presidency, and because they 
foresaw that in that event they would be unable 
to administer the Government? He would not 
impute anything to them as gentlemen of respecta- 
bility and honor, but their principles were so inco- 
herent, so inconsistent, that it was impossible for 
them to exercise power, if they should happen to 
be elevated to it, of which he assured them there was 
no chance. Hence we had found that under the 
elder Adams the alien and sedition laws had been 


forced upon the country, which had aroused the | 


indignation of the people to such an extent that 
both they and their authors had been swept away 
in the whirlwind of popular fury; hence it was 
that under the younger Adams an enormous sys- 
tem of internal improvements had been projected, 
which, if carried out, would have involved this 
Government in a debt of a hundred millions; and 
now, if they should elect their President, which 
they were very far from doing, they knew that 
they would be unable to administer this Govern- 


ment in reference to its Territories; they knew that 
there was not cohesive power enough in their party 


to enable them to establish civil governments over | 


these Territories, to establish a land system; they 
knew that they could not agree to the incorporation 
of these Territories into the Union as a part of the 
Union; and hence, at this early day, they sought 
to throw away the fruits of this war in the acquisi- 
tion of New Mexico and California. 

He now came to the question of boundary, and 
he would remark in the outset that there was noth- 
ing in it that should influence the action of this 
House in reference to its duties in the establish- 
ment of civil governments in New Mexico and 
California. Even if the President had once held 
the opinion that Texas extended from the mouth 
to the source of the Rio Grande, yet if in point of 
fact it did not, did that fact authorize this House 
to refuse the necessary legislation in regard to these 
Territories? Suppose the President were in error 
—which he did not coneede—was that suflicient 
reason for this House to neglect to discharge its 
solemn duties with reference to New Mexico and 
California—to refer and act upon the message of 
the President informing them of a treaty of peace 
and of the conclusion of the war? But what were 
the facts?) The boundary of the Spanish province 
of Texas extended perhaps from the mouth of the 
Rio Grande with that stream to the 30th parallel 
of north latitude; thence, by the San Saba moun- 
tains, to Red river. Now, Texas claimed for the 
whole extent of the Rio Grande, but, in point of 
fact, her boundary and her jurisdiction did not ex- 
tend above 275 degrees north on the Rio Grande, 
at allevents, not beyond the 30th degree north. 
To the north Taos, Santa Fé, Albuquerque, and 
other villages, were in the possession of the Mexi- 
eans. The President, then, had as rightfully es- 
tablished military government over Santa Fé as he 
had over any portion of Mexico west of the Rio 
Grande. When the war broke out, the President 


found Santa Fé in the possession of the Mexicans; | 


he directed one of the columns of our army into that 
country; General Kearny overran it, established 
military government there, instead of the hostile 
Mexican government which he found there. If he 
was authorized to establish military authority west 
of the Rio Grande, he was equally so east of that 
river, to the extent of the hostile possession of the 
Mexicans. 


Sut he did not understand the President, in that | 


portion of his message read by the gentleman from 


Georgia, to say that the boundary of Texas ex- | 
tended from the mouth to the source of the Rio | 
Grande, or to the 42d degree of north latitude. He |' 
was speaking of the boundary or limit which | 


Texas claimed, and he understood the President to 
say that by the act of 1836 the Legislature of 
Texas had claimed the Rio Grande from its mouth 
to its source, or to 42° north, as its western bound- 
ary. The President only undertook to repeat what 
Texas claimed, and he did not understand him to 


affirm in fact that the Rio Grande in ita whole ex- | 


tent was the boundary, He (Mr. McC.) was sat- 
isfied, he was clear upon the point, that the bound- 
ary of Texas did not extend to the Rio Grande in 
its whole extent, but that a great portion of the 
country east of the Rio Grande, contiguous to 
Texas, belonged to New Mexico; and he pre- 


sumed that was the opinion of a large majority of 


the House and of the country where the subject 
had been investigated, 

The gentleman from Georgia had made a ques- 
tion of the extent of the jurisdiction of the United 
States asa conqueror. The authority of this Gov- 
ernment as a conqueror was equal to the authorit 
of any other Government in the woikhveetrained, 
however, by such general limitations as the Con- 
stitution might impose. He said, therefore, that 
whatever rules or government any other Govern- 


ment might adopt, our Government might also | 


adopt—restrained, however, by the general limita- 
tions of the Constitution. 

Mr. SCHENCK wished to know who was the 
Government of the United States. Was it the 
President? 

Mr. MeCLERNAND replied that the President 
of the United States was the representative of the 


military authority of the country, as the Constitu- | 


tion provided that he should be commander-in- 
chief of the army and navy of the United States, 
and of the militia of the several States when called 


into the actual service of the United Siates. He | 


represented the military authority of the country, 


July 10, 


and might do, subject to the general limitation. 
the Constitution, what any conqueror mivht do 

jut the gentleman from Georgia had alba 
to the debt created by this war, and undert 
impeach the veracity of the President for say, 
as the gentleman represented him to have said’). 
the debt now existing, incurred in conseque ti = 
this war, amounted to some $65,000,000. Ty 
President said no such thing; and if the gentlem,, 
had examined this part of the message as carefnl)s 
as he had those parts on which he had underta}-e. 
to attack the President, he would have found 4)... 
the President made no such assertion, The Pro. 
dent spoke of the debt as existing now at the elu, 
of the war, when he said it was $65,000,000. ,, 
not of the expenses of the war. We all knew s).. 
the expenses of the war exceeded 965,000) (yp 
The President said, after the end of a war of te 
or three years, after overrunning the extrejj),, 
of a large empire, after conquering several of +), 
States of Mexico, and reducing several province 
to our possession and ownership by treaty, 1), 
public debt of the country amounted to 
$65,000,000. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said, , 
he understood the President, he stated the who, 
amount of our national debt at present to |y 
$65,000,000, and that, at the commencement of }); 
administration, it was $17,000,000. 

Mr. McCLERNAND accepied the explanatioy. 
He had intended to say that the entire debt of th 
United States at the present time amounted to soy» 
$65,000,000, after having overrun a vast couniry: 
having reduced to our ownership an extensive ter. 
ritory; after having vindicated our name in th» 
estimation of the world, through the process 0; 
our people in every battle which had been foughy, 
and their readiness and ability to meet every emer. 
gency that might arise. But it came with ill grace 
from the gentleman from Georgia to declaim againy 
a public debt, when the Administration which hai 
preceded the present had found a public debt of 
some $8,000,000, and in ashort time had increase! 
it to $26,000,000, and that in atime of profoun! 
peace, in violation of their professions of economy, 
in virtue of which principally they had obtained 
power. He understood it to be one of the doctrines 
of the Whig party that a public debt was a public 
blessing. 

Mr. DUER. Whence does the gentleman de- 
rive that doctrine? 

Mr. PENDLETON. What gentleman of the 
Whig party holds such doctrines? 

Mr. McCLERNAND replied that he had come 
to the conclusion from their wastefal extravagance 
by their uniform disposition to vote every appro- 
priation which was proposed. 

Mr. BOYDON wished to know if the present 

arty in power, who talked so loudly of economy, 
had not reduced the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment from some $12,000,000 or $13,000,000 under 
Mr. Adams, to between $30,000,000 and $40,000,- 
000 under Mr, Polk? 

Mr. McCLERNAND confessed that the public 
expenditures had increased as our population hai 
increased, as our country had expanded, as the 
public interests had become more complicated, as 
the necessities for expenditures in many directions 

| had increased. Did the gentleman, as a sane man, 
believe that the expenditures of the Government 
could be limited to what they were under General 
Washington and Mr. Jefferson, when we had only 
four or five millions of people, when our western 
limit was the Alleghanies, when the vast empire of 
the valley of the Mississippi had scarcely been 
marked by the footstep of a white man? Or dil 
he expect to dupe the people so as to believe it? 
The thing was absurd. Our expenditures, as a 
matter of necessity, had increased correspondingly 
with the increase of our country and the wants o! 
our country. 

But under Mr. Van Buren’s administration, a 
war had existed between the United States and the 
Seminole Indians, and it had been a subject of loud 
clamor and denunciation that the expenditures 
under Mr. Van Buren were wasteful and extrava- 
gant; that he should be ejected from power and 
Harrison and Tyler installed, and that the expend- 
itures should be reduced. But were these prom- 
ises realized? On the contrary, when General 
Harrison had come into power, and this war had 
ceased, so far from reducing the expenses of the 

| Government, they were increased; so far from re- 
‘dueing the public debt, they added to it. And 
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jig all in a state of profound peace! With what 
angistency » then, did the gentleman from Georgia 
ieclaim against the public debt incurred during the 
sreat emergencies of existing war? 

"Mr. STEPH ENS wished to state that the debt 
-reated by the Whigs arose from the funding of 
che accumulated debt of the country, in the nature 
if outstanding treasury notes, at the time of their 
comin? into power in 1841. The accruing revenue 
at the time, under the operation of the tariff left | 
py the Democratic administration, had run down 
+) avout eleven millions of dollars. From the de- 
fciency of the accruing revenue to meet the ordi- 
vary wants of the treasury, Mr. Van Buren had 
jgued an enormous amount of treasury notes. 
These notes had been funded by the Whig admin- 
istration When they came trto power in March, 
i841; that was the only debt; and it was being 
rapidly paid off under the tariff of 1842. It had 
been reduced on the incoming of this Administra- 
cion to $17,000,000, and that tariff had brought a 
surplus of $10,000,000 into the treasury, which | 
would have redaced it to $7,000,000. | 

Mr. McCLERNAND understood the effect of | 
the gentleman’s explanation to be this: that the | 
public debt under Mr. Van Buren was so large 
and so indefinite in its form that when the Whigs || 
came into power in 184] they had feund it neces- | 
cary to fund it, and that, in effect, the public debt 
had not been increased under General Harrison’s 
administration. Now, he took issue with the gen- | 
tleman, and he did not speak from a general recoil- 
tection of facts, but from the facts themselves. 

Mr. STEPHENS explained that the gentleman 
had misapprehended him, and that he had stated, 
or intended to state, that no other public debt was | 
created by the Whigs except that which was neces- | 
sary to meet the deficiency in the accruing reve- 
que, that, under the operation of the tariff under 
Mr. Van Buren, (during the last years of the com- | 
promise act,) had run down to eleven millions of 
dollars per annum, That was the whole amount | 
of the accruing revenue. It was not, of course, | 
suficient to meet the ordinary expenses of the | 
Government, which, he would state, were greatly || 
jess than those under Mr. Van Buren—at least ten | 
millions of dollars less than the highest expendi- | 
ures under his administration. The Whigs, he || 
acknowledged, were obliged, on first coming into | 
power, to increase the debt, but it was owing to 
the misrule of the Democratic party in reference || 
to the tariff; but as soon as the tariff of 1842, which 
they passed, had time to go into effect, it proved | 
sufficient not only to meet the ordinary expenses | 
of the Government, but rapidly to pay off the | 
public debt; which had in effect been done to within | 
seven millions of dollars, the amount of debt upon | 
Mr. Polk’s elevation to the Presidency being sev- 
enteen millions of dollars, and there being a sur- | 
plus of ten millions in the treasury. 

Mr. McCLERNAND understood the gentle- | 


i! 


man’s explanation then to be, that the Whigs, |) 
when they came into power in 1841, had found || 
the accruing revenues of the Government insuf- 
ficient to meet its ordinary expenditures in time | 
of profound peace, when these same accruing rev- 
enues had been sufficient to support Mr. Van 


ae ’s administration in a war with the Seminole 
ndians, 


_Mr. STEPHENS. Notatall. Mr. Van Buren 
found the revenue a good deal too small, and made || 
up the deficiency by issuing treasury notes. 
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General Taylor. [low had that course been un- 
generous, or unjust?) Atthe breaking out of the 
war, had not the President selected General Taylor 
from all the officers of the army for the command? 
Was that an act of hostility? Shortly after, had 
he not promoted him to be a major general, and 
put him in command of ail the army in Mexico 
for a time? And during the greater part of the war, 
had not General Taylor been helding the rank of 
major general? Had this been unjust or ungen- 
erous? It occurred to him that it was rather unjust 
and ungenerous in the gentleman to bring this 
charge against the Administration. The gentleman 
said the Administration had stripped General Tay- 
lor of his arms, and left him with a small band at 
Buena Vista to defend himself against the thou- 
sands who attacked him there. The thousands 
who were taken from him there were taken under 
the command and by the recommendation of Gen- 
eral Scott. It had become necessary, as he (Mr. 
McC.) understood, not only in the judgment of 
General Sestt, but of General Taylor, that a por- 
tion of the men in his command should be detached || 
to General Scott, in order that the line of opera- 
tions from Vera Cruz to Mexico might be carried 
on. 
But the gentleman glorified General Taylor for 
his military achievements. He (Mr. McC.) would |! 
be the very last man to detract one particle from | 
his reputation. He had served his country faith- |! 
fully; he had served his country well. He was 
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the Whigs against the expostulation and efforts of 
the party with whom he acted, bad projected the 
annexation of Texas, and in effect consummated 
the annexation of ‘Texas; and it was not for the 
Whig party to shrink from tke responsibility 
which attached to them in consequence. 

Mr. SCHENCK wished to know if the gentle- 
man, at this late day, pretended to hold the Whig 
varty responsible for the acts of John Tyler? The 
Vhigs had only supported him until they found 
him dishonest, and ther the Demecrats took him 
up. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND repeated that the Whig 
party supported Mr. Tyler because they regarded 
him as the exponent of Whig policy atthe South, 
while General Harrison was to ensure the support 
of the Federalists of the North and the Whigs of 
the West. The argument was— 

“ We ge tor Tip and Tyler therefore, 
Without a why or wherefore.” 
These were the evils which he and gentlemen 


a 


' . . 
| with whom he acted had predicted would be brought 


upon the country by the success of the Whig party 


, in 1840. They had foretold, if not that war would be 


produced, that the public debt would be increased, 


|| that the public expenditures would be wastefully, 
| extravagantly increased, and that there would be 


a reign of misrule; and their prediction had been 
realized. He might say that Mr. ‘Tyler, in his 
connection with the question of annexation, had 


| done it as much for the disorganization and defeat 


willing to accord to him all the honor which was || of the Democratic party in the nomination they 


due to him as a military chieftain. But with what 


| propriety could it be said before the country that he || 


was fit to occupy the highest civil station within 
the gift of the people—the highest civil office in the 
world? A few years ago the voice of the gentleman 


| and of his whole party had been heard denouncing, 
| in eloquent tones, from one end of the country to the 


other, the policy of elevating military chieftains 


the country; and the great “ embodiment” of the | 
Whig party, as he (Mr. McC.) had understood || 
from history and tradition, had solemnly declared 
that he would rather see war, pestilence, and famine 
desolate the country, than to see a military hero 
elevated to the Executive chair. He had made 
the declaration in reference to General Jackson, 
whose civil was superior to his military reputa- 
tion. He had been a lawyer, a district judge, a 
member of the convention which framed the con- | 
stitution of Tennessee, a United States Senator, | 
the Governor of Florida, a minister to Mexico. | 
The greater portion of his life after he had attained 

his majority had been spent in the service of his 

country, and his military reputation was only in- | 
cidental and subordinate to his civil merits. Yet, | 
in reference to that man, the great leader and em- 

bodiment of Whigery had proclaimed he would | 


| rather see war, pestilence, and famine desolate the | 
country than see a military chieftain elected Presi- || 
Was it asserted that General Taylor, with || 


dent. 
all his military skill—whieh he (Mr. McC, ) admired | 
—had had any civil experience; that he had ever | 
devoted a week, a month, a year to the study of | 


| thana ey chieftain and an honest man? And || 
| what did gentle 


men propose? They proposed to 
transfer a military chieftain, unrecommended by | 
any great civil services and experience, reeking— | 
although he did not raise this as an objection for 

| himself—reeking with blood and carnage from the | 


Mr. MeCLERNAND proposed to reduce these || battle-field, to the highest civil office known to our | 


speculations to facts. The expenditures of the last 
year of Mr. Van Buren's administration were less 
than those of the first year of the Whig adminis- 
tration. The public debt when Mr. Van Buren 
went out was a little more than $8,000,000, em- 
bracing outstanding claims, and that was all that 
‘t amounted to. Within perhaps the first year, | 
or ifnot the first year, at all events within the two 
years immediately succeeding the inauguration of 
General Harrison, the public debt was increased | 
0 some $26,000,000; so that not only were the 
€Xpenses of a Whig administration, but the public 
debt increased, and that in a state of profound 

ace. Yet the gentleman rose and taunted the 

emocratic party with a public debt which had | 


ten brought about by a great, a brilliant, a suc- | 





cessful war; a war which had far more than reim- || the southern modification of Whigery; because he || 
bursed the expenses in the value of the country 
acquired, 

The gentleman had also spoken of the ungen- 
frous course, as he held, of Mr. Polk towards | 


| Constitution or to the world! 

But one word in regard to the cause of this war. | 
The gentleman from Georgia had denounced the | 
| President as being the cause of this war, by the | 


{ 
: Praree 
| perpetration of an unconstitutional, unwarrantable | 


j 
} 
| 
| 


'aet. He (Mr. McC.) held that the President was || 


| net responsible for this war. 
Whig party, who elected John Tyler, who pro- 
jected the scheme of annexation, and precipitated | 
the question upon the country, were responsible | 
for the war. The party with whom he was asso- | 
ciated had told their opponents, when they brought | 
John Tyler before the country, and were eulogiz- 
ing him as a worthy candidate, that he was unfit | 

| for the place. Why had they elected him? Be- 

| eause he was the type and the representative of | 


| political economy; that he was anything more | 


He held that the || 


were about to make as for the success of the 
measure. The Democratic party were not respon- 
sible for Mr. Tyler’s acts; but the Whig party, 
who forced him upon the country through their 
arts anddevices. The gentleman from Ohio asked 
him whether the Whig party did not discard Mr. 
Tyler when he betrayed them, and if the Demo- 


| chiet | cratic party did not support him? He (Mr. McC.) 
| to the Presidency as dangerous to the liberties of || 


replied, the Democratic party did not support him. 
He, for one, did not; nordid the Democratic party 
in this House. The gentleman from Ohio said he 


(Mr. Tyler) supported the Democratic party. He 
|| did support the Democratic party by bringing for- 


ward the question of the annexation of Texas to 
divide and distract that party. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that Mr. Tyler had sup- 
ported a great many of the Democracy by distrib- 
uting to them the loaves and fishes. 

Mr. McCLERNAND knew it was the practice 
of gentlemen to meet facts with bold and ground- 
less assertions. He (Mr. McC.) knew the Demo- 
cratic party had never had any connection with 
John Tyler; he knew he (Mr. Tyler) had ee 

| the annexation of Texas with the view of defeat- 
| ing the Democratic candidate for the Presidency, 
| and everybody admitted that the war had grown 
out of the annexation of Texas. 
| In cesuming his seat, he apologized for the hasty 
and desultory manner in which, having risen with- 
out preparation, he had presented facts; such facts, 
he trusted, as were of themselves a sufficient an- 
swer and a complete refutation of the charges 
| brought forward by the gentleman from Georgia. 
Mr. SCHENCK next rose, and said that the 
gentleman from Illinois deprecated the introduction 
and discussion of the subject now before the House. 
| Looking at it from another point of view, he (Mr. 
|S.) congratulated the House and the country that 
it had taken place, and expressed the hearty hope 
| that there would be much more of the same sort 
| before the remainder of the session was consumed. 
They had now engaged in treating of matters in 
the discussion of which they should have been 
| employed as early as the first week of the session. 
The country, and he might say the Whig party, 
expected a great deal of this House of Represent- 
atives; and especially that every effort would be 
made to ferret out the misdemeanors, the miscon- 
duct, the usurpation of power, and outrages upon 
the rights of the people committed by this Admin- 
istration. 
| Mr. S. also made free use of the President’s mes- 
| sage, concerning the new governments in Mexico, 


' 
L 
\ 


| arguing that he was in conflict with himself, and 


| commenting with much emphasis thereon. 


‘| Mr. DONNELL moved to amend the resolu- 


| tions by adding the following thereto: 
Resolved, further, That the President of the United States 


| was relied on to bring the South to the support of || be requested to inform this House how mach “ public land” 


| the Whig ticket, while General Harrison was to 
fees the — of the North and West. 
This same John Tyler, who had been elected by 


| the Government ef the United States has acquired under 
|| the fifth article of the treaty concluded and signed on the 2d 
i day of February, 1848, between the United States of Ameri- 
\| ea and the Mexican Republic, whieh ia free from and not 
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included within grants heretofore made by the Government 
of Spain and Mexico; and also how much of such “ public 
fand”’? is within the boundaries of Texas, as defined by the 
act of the Congress of the Republic of Texas of the 19th day 
of December, 1656. 

Resolvet, further, That the President be requested to lay 
before this House copies of all such official letters, reports, 
or other communications as contain any information of the 
quantity, value, or location of the * public lands’? acquired 
under the said section of the treaty, the tithe of whieh bs in 
the Government of the United States, or whieh contain the 
evidence, or any part thereof, that the “extensive and val- 
valle territories ceded by Mexice to the United States con- 
stitute indemmity for the past.” 

Mr. McLANE went at length into a reply, but 
with so rapid and so unequal a tone of voice, and 
armidat so much noise and excitement in the House, 
that the reporter endeavored without success to 
eatch with any clearness the course of hisargament. 

At the opening of his speech, he made some se- 
vere allusions to the general tone of the remarks 
of Messrs. Sternens and Scwenck, and especially 
to the language applied by them to the President. 
Some passes took place between bim and Mr. 
Scuenck, in which both exhibited the faculty of re- 
maitee, but which it is best should be passed over. 

Mr. McLane denied that there had been any 
attempt on the part of the President to conceal the 
policy he was pursuing in regard to New Mexico, 
and imsrsted that all the language held by him in 
his instructions to Mr. Slidell was strictly in agree- 
ment with what he now declared in his peace mes- 
sage. tle explained the instructions, and showed 
that they were directed to obtaining the reeogni- 
tion of the Rie Grande, from its source to its 
mouth, as the boundary of Texas. As Mexico 
claimed above E) Paso, we must obtain the upper 
portion of the river by purchase, if in no other 
way. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, here interposed, 
but what he said was too imperfectly heard to be 
understood, 

Mr. McLANE said that the President’s policy 
throughout was perfectly clear; he had all along 
been trying to maintain the Rio Grande for our 
boundary, and he had maintained it. 

Mr. STEPHENS again pressed the inquiry why, | 
if the country on this side of the river was part of 
‘Texas, and not part of Mexico, the President un- 
dertook to setup a civil government over it? Why 
did it not revert to ‘Texas as soon as the enemy 
were subdued who held it? He insisted on the 
difference between the language of the instructions 
and that of the message. 

Mr. McLANE quoted the instructions to Mr. 
Slidell, and farther commented upon them, insist- | 
ing that they were in perfect consistency with the 
positions taken in the message. He complained 
that an unfounded assault had been made on the 
Executive veracity. 

Mr. STEPHENS read from the documents to 
strengthen his former position. 

Mr. McLANE defended the propriety of the 
President’s taking military possession of New 
Mexico, though it was in a State of the Union, 
from the conduct of our military commanders in 
Peas martial law within a State where the 

ndian tribes were in temporary rebellion. This | 
had been done by General Jackson, and by Gen- 
eral ‘Taylor also. He alluded to the charges 
against General Jackson for his conduct in this | 
respects the coffin handbills, &«. He warned | 
Messrs. Sternens and Scnencr: lest they should 
reprobate too severely conduct of which their own 
Presidential candidate had been quite as guilty as 
Mr. Polk. In this connection, he introduced the 
bloodhounds, but disclaimed any wish to denounce 
General ‘Taylor for employing them to smell out 
the hidden Seminoles. Nothing more had been 
done hy General Kearny than to drive the enemy 
out of a portion of ‘Texas, and to take means to 
maintain order there. 

He denied that General Kearny had received 
no reprimand, and quoted the language of the 
President in regard to his excess of zeal, which, 
though not abusive, contained a delicate reproof, 
which General K. had severely felt, and of which 
he had complained. 

The President and Secretary of War affirmed | 
that General Kearny’s constitution for New Mex- 
ico and his list of temporary officers appointed by 
him there had not been seen by the President 
when preparing his message for Congress. The 
gentlemen on the other side insisted that it had: 
he left the country to judge between them. 

Mr. McL. said that the attempts to charge men- 
dacity upon the Executive by a party who sup- |) 
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ity, and he would become associated by the peo- 


ple with bis supporters, and be suppesed no better | 


be effectually it 


than an arrogant party, who woul 
rebuked in November next. 

Mr. McL. next adverted to the financial state- 
ments in the message. The party were startled to 
find, that after all their extravagant predictions and 


calculations, the public debt amounted to no more | 
than sixty-five millions. They had told the coun- | 


try that the war was costing the people half a mil- 
tionaday. And now, when the true state of the 
fact came out, they were astounded and sat down 
tociphering. But they might go on and cipher as 
long as they pleased; the people would well under- 
stand the distinction between a national debt and 
the expenditures for the war, just as well as they 
did the difference between the Whig estimates and 
the facts. 

[Here a dispute arose between Mr. McLANE 
and Mr. STEPHENS about the debt of seventeen 
millions in 1845—one affirming and the other deny- 


ing that it was a debt of a Whig administration. } 


As to the relative results of the tariffs of 1842 and 
1846, the statements of the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury had not been questioned; but there had been | 


almost an attempt to misrepresent the Treasury 
report on that subject by not distinguishing be- 
tween the commencement of the natural and of the 
fiscal year. 

Mr. MeL. then referred to the declaration of a 


member of the Whig party at the commencement | 


of the war, that he gloried in the fact that when 
Mr. Polk asked Congress for men and money, at 
the commencement of this session of Congress, to 
prosecute the contest, the Whig party had refused 
both. 

This called up Mr. F. B. KING, who with 
great warmth denied it to be true that the Whigs, 
asa party, had done any such thing. 

[flere there was for a time such a confusion in 
the House, that little could be distinctly heard on 
either side. } 

Mr. McL. said he was aware that there were war 
Whigs as well as anti-war Whigs; but he did not 
know which portion of the party were to carry 
out their policy hereafter. He was wholly in the 
dark as to what the policy of General Taylor was 
to be—whether he was to be in the hands of the 
Ohio Reserve, or his friends from Georgia and the 
South. 

He next adverted to the delay on the ten-regi- 
ment bill, insisting that in that instance the Whigs 


_ had refused the President the men he asked for, 
| and had thereby stopped the war. 


Mr. VINTON reminded him that there were but 


fourteen Whig members opposed to voting supplies. | 
| Mr. McLANE knew that; but still, by refusing || 


the ten-regiment bill, the Whig party had prevent- 
ed the President from prosecuting the war, and he 


| believed that this course had been the result of a | 
| studied effort to effect that result. 


Mr. HUNT inquired whether there had not 
been at that time news of the negotiation of a 
treaty ? 

Mr. McLANE was about to reply, when his 
hour expired. 

The floor was obtained by Mr. HUDSON, who 
said he could not regret that this debate had sprung 


up, as he thought the subject of it well worthy of | 
consideration. The resolutions were well calcn- | 
lated to elicit important information, and though | 
| he was prepared to proceed in some remarks upon | 


them, he would waive that privilege, believing that 


, after a response should have been obtained to the | 


call, the House would be prepared to act more 


understandingly on the whole subject; and as, in | 
_ point of speeches, the two sides of the House were | 


now even, he would conclude by moving the pre- 
vious question. 


The motion was seconded, and the resolutions | 


were adopted. 

Mr. VINTON moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to report back to the House, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to which it had 
been referred, the bill making appropriations for 
certain fortifications for the year ending June 30, 
1849, together with the amendments of the Senate 
thereto. 

The rules were suspended, and the bill and 
amendments were received and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

And then the House adjourned. 


ty 
ported General Taylor would react upon him; they || 
were bespattering their own candidate with vulgar- | 


'\ the District of Columbia, the motion to rece 
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| Mownpay, July 10, 1848. 


Mr. HALE presented a petition from the a 
zens of Winnebago county, Illinois, pray re 


é ing Con. 
gress to restore to liberty the slaves abd 


ucted jy 


‘ . . lve 
which was raised, and laid on the table. 


| Mr. HALE also presented a petition from the 
| citizens of Amesbury and Salisbury, Massacly, 

setts, praying the abolition of the frankine privi 
| lege, and a reduction of the rates of postage; whic! 
_was referred to the Committee on the Post OF : 
| and Post Roads. 


Mr. UPHAM presented a petition from the citi. 
|| zens of Washington, District of Columbia, and 
from other places, praying for the purchase of 
Mount Vernon. 
Mr. UPHAM desired to give this petition a dig. 
ferent direction from that which had been given to 
other petitions of similar character. His reason 
'| for this course was, that it had been suggested thay 
' Mount Vernon should be obtained for the purpose 
of establishing there an agricultural institutioy 
-and botanical garden. Agriculture he regarded 
/as one of the most important interests. A fy; 
greater number of persons were occupied jn the 
pursuits of agriculture than in any other employ- 
ment. Yet this great interest had been entirely 
overlooked, while all the other departments of jn- 
| dustry had more or less received the favor of Goy- 
/ernment. He read from a paper in his hand some 
statistics, showing the number of persons employed 
mn agricu}ture, manufactures, commerce, and navi- 
| gation, taken from the last census, from which i: 
appeared that about three millions seven hundred 
thousand of our eitizens were employed in agri- 
| culture, while the aggregate of persons employed 
| jn the other three branches did not reach that num- 
ber. He was desirous that the subject should go 
to the Committee on Agricultere, in order to obtain 
/areport from that committee on the matters em- 
braced in this petition. 
The petition was then referred to the Committee 
_on Agriculture. 


Mr. NILES presented a petition from citizens 
| of Brooklyn, New York, to prevent persons from 
| purchasing lands adjoining the marine hospital in 
Brooklyn; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition from 
the Rev. R. R. Gurley, praying that Mr. Catlin’s 
| collection of Indian curiosities may be purchased 
by Congress; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Library. 

Mr. RUSK presented a memorial from the 
Chickasaw Indians, praying that the United States 
agency in that nation may not be interfered with; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
|| Affairs. ; 
| Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition from 
| citizens of York, Maine, praying the abolition of 
the franking privilege, and a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a memorial from 
the Creek Indians, remonstrating against any 11- 
terference with the United States agency in that 
nation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. ‘ 

Mr. HALE, on leave, introduced a bill to dis- 
courage speculation in the public lands, and to 
open the public lands for the use of actual settlers; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to facilitate 
international exchanges, feivieg the privilege of 
franking letters and packages connected with the 
subject to M. Vattemare;} which was considered, 
read three times, and passed. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported without amendment House bill to 
amend an act entitled ** An act to amend an act for 
| the correction of errors in making entries in the 
| land offices;’” which was considered, and read three 
|| times and passed. 
|| Mr. A HERTON, from the Committee - 
Finance, reported a bill for the payment of the 
|| liquidated claims against Mexico; which was read 
‘| a first time. , 

‘|| Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on 
'| Claims, made an unfavorable report on the House 
\| pill for the relief of John B. Rogers. 


| 
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Mr. FOOTE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported House bill for the relief of 
Lewis Kennedy. 

THE AMISTAD. 

Mr. YULEE rose for the purpose of asking the 
senator from North Carolina whether the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations had as yet taken any 
action on the Amistad case, and when a report on 
che subject might be expected. 

Mr. MANGUM replied, that the committee had 
not yecacted on the subject, but that it would be 
taken up and reported on at an early day. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The bill making appropriations for the Indian | 
department having been returned from the House | 
of Representatives, with a report stating that the 
House had concurred in several of the amendments 
wf the Senate and amended others, the subject was 
taken up fer consideration, when a motion was | 
made by Mr. ATHERTON to refer the bill and | 
amendments to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. ATCHISON moved a reference to the Come |. 
mittee on Indian Affairs, as he regarded that as the 
appropriate committee; the principal amendment 
relating to the appointment of Indian agents, a | 
subject on which the Committee on Finance could 
not be supposed to be as well informed as the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Some discussion took place on this motion, in | 
which Mr. ATHERTON, Mr. MANGUM, Mr. 
ATCHISON, Mr. BADGER, Mr. DAYTON, 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, Mr. RUSK, and Mr. CLAY- |! 
TON participated; when the bill and amendments 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
On motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to establish 
a Territorial Government in Oregon. 
The question being on the amendment of Mr. | 
Davis, of Mississippi— | 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, then addressed 
the Senate. He said there were several proposi- 
tions before the Senate: Ist, to strike out the 12th 
section; 2d, to amend the 12th section by prohibiting | 
any legislation by Congress or the Territory over 
slavery in the Territory; 3d, to incorporate the 
Missouri compromise line; 4th, toamend that prop- | 
osition of the Missouri line by providing that sla- | 
very shall exist south of that line independent of | 
auy legislation by Congress and the Territory. 
After stating these propositions, he expressed | 
his dissent from the opinion of the Senator from | 
South Carolina that this was the best moment for 
the consideration of the subject because we are on 
the eve of a Presidential election. The idea con- 
firmed the impression which had been growing up, 
that the question as to who is to be the President | 
is the most important one that can be entertained, | 
and that it overshadows all questionsas to the most | 
important measures which may be pending. He | 
felt the impropriety of agitating this question under 
such circumstances, and would have preferred its 
postponement until the Presidential election shall | 
have terminated. Butit had been brought up, and 
must now be considered. He argued that events 
had shown the spread of moral degeneracy through 
the southern section of the Union. The array of 
State against State, and citizen against citizen, was | 
a spectacle which he regarded as ominous of fatal 
results to the Union. Sooner or later, if these 
signs continue to increase, the separation of the 
States is inevitable, and there will no longer bea 
Constitution for us. The page of history will then 
have to record the ruin of a Confederacy which was 
blessed with the greatest privileges; and nations 
which looked to our course, and to the star of our 
destiny, to guide them in the path of freedom, 
would be left, in bitter disappointment, to mourn 
our fall. He hoped, however, that the good sense 
of the people would be sufficiently strong to save 
> in the midst of the gloom which now surrounds | 
He admitted that, in some sense, the annexation 
of Texas had been the cause of our present mourn- 
ful condition. But if the administration of our 
affairs had been a wise and prudent one, such re- | 
sults as we have seen would not have taken place. 
Itwould not have necessarily led to the annexation 
of the Mexican territories. Not a drop of blood | 
and little treasure would have been expended had || 
the Government been in the hands of a wise and l| 
prudent statesman. But the war came; and when | 





{ 





| things is still more appalling. 
ern man with southern principles heading a party 
| to confine slavery within its present boundary, and 





it did come, the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca /! 


de fa Palma would forever have settled the question 
of the independence of Texas; but ambition and 
the lust of territory swayed the councils of our 
country. The Senator from Massachusetts {Mr. 
Davis} had said that Texas was brought in by 
southern votes, to enable southern men to carry 
out southern views and to secure southern interests. 
The record did not bear out that Senator. He re- 
ferred to the Journal to show that thirteen votes 
were given from free States for the annexation; 
and the reason why Cass was not among them 
was, that he was not here. 

Mr. DAVIS explained that he had said Texas 
was brought into the Union by a combination be- 
tween the southern Democracy with the Democ- 
racy of the North. 

Mr. JOHNSON resumed, and referred to the 


| course of Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, and Mr. 
| HENDERSON, of Mississippi, and Mr. Merrick, 


of Maryland, to show that it was these votes which 
obtained the passage of the law annexing Texas. 
He referred to his own course, expressing his strong 
conviction that our system of government might 
be safely extended to any limit; and stated that he 
supported the war with Mexico from a desire to 


| evade this agitating and dangerous question. The 


Senator from South Carolina has now declared 
that if the question be not now settled, the South 
will stand on her rights; and from the Senator from 
Massachusetts, we hear a prediction that the Union 
will be dissolved, if the South will not yield some 
concessions. Beyond these walls, the aspect of 
We see the north- 


the current of public opinion is running with in- 
creased strength against the extension of slavery to 
any of the new States. 

He contended that the power of abolishing or 
prohibiting slavery in the Territories must be 
found in the Constitution, or it did not exist at all. 
He did not find it in that instrument. He reviewed 


| the arguments of the Senator from Massachusetts, 


{Mr. Davis,] and of the Senator from Vermont, 
[Mr. Puexrs,] deriving the power from various 
sources; and stated that hecould notsatisfy his own 


judgment that tye power was to be found where the 


had supposed. Slaves were considered in the Uni- 
ted States as both property and persons, and have 
been acknowledged to be such by the laws, which, 
while they subject them to taxation as property, 
permit them to be represented as persons. He ar- 
gued that the States all stood on a ground of 7 
ity, and that no power could be conferred on Con- 
gress to legislate so as to give to one State privileges 
over another State. When the day shall come 
when the whole northern territory of the United 
States shall be admitted as States, and be repre- 
sented on this floor, he was aware that slavery 
would no longer be permitted to exist in the South. 
He did not fear to express his opinions as to sla- 
very. He wished from his heart that no African 


| had ever been brought to this country, but that our 


land was exclusively peopled by freemen. He 
looked on the existence of slavery as a great evil. 
But it was a domestic institution, in some respects 
mutually advantageous, where it existed, to the 
slave as well as the master; and it might be suf- 
fered to extend without the danger of producing 
the destruction of the Union. 


Ih reference to Mr. Van Buren, he said that 
| twenty years ago any man in the United States 


would have considered it an insult to have had the 
nomination for the Presidency offered to him on the 
ground on which he is now placed. At that period 
Mr. Van Buren himself would have considered it 
in that light. He believed, from the spirit which 
was now afloat, that the time would some day 
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We are as dear to each other as the people of any 
Government in the world. Was it richt that this 
difference should goon until it work the destruction 
of the Union? Every American would lay his hand 
on his heart, and say, **No.’? He would rather 
witness any calamity than the disruption of this 
etorious Confederacy. Ought we not rather to take 
some ground of compromise? We have slaver 

here. He would not that another slave should be 
brought here. He declared that the slaves which 
were sold were sold to the South by northern slave- 
holders; and that every slave that was imported 
was imported by northern men with northern cap- 
ital. On the North, therefore, he contended that the 
responsibility rested for the encouragement of the 


' evil of slavery, against which northern men were 


| so eloquent. 


There was a greater evil than dis- 
union, and that was, self-degradation and convic- 


tion of superiority; and he warned northern men 





| ture in manumitting slaves. 


| see this question settled. 
| erroneously adopted, and a remedy may be found, 


not to cast on the South a conviction that they re- 
garded southern men as inferior to themselves, 
Let them not pass us by on the other side of the 
street. The South was always ready to stand by 
the North when its rights were violated by any 
foreign Power. The war of 1812 was commenced 
by southern men. 

He called on Senators to settle this agitating 
question at once and forever. It could only be set- 
tled by compromise. He did not speak to alarm, 
because he was not speaking to men who could be 
alarmed. But he would say, that if this question 
was not settled by compromise, it would be settled 
by blood or separation. There were days before 
now when the thunder muttered over us, and threat- 
ened destruction by its fiery fluid, but our fathers 
compromised; and why should we not compromise? 
He adverted to the evils which were coming on the 
State of Maryland by the practice of her Legisla- 
This was done at the 
instigation of the northern men. At length the 
evil became so apparent that the legislation of this 
character was arrested; and no slave can now be 
manumitted but by the unanimous vote of both 
Houses of the Legislature. 

He referred to the universal satisfaction when 
the Missouri compromise was determined on; and 
if we can be brought to settle this question by com- 
promise, a similar burst of satisfaction may be an- 
ticipated; then the prosperity of the country will 


| be secnred, and the Union will be preserved. 


As to the amendments, he could not vote for the 
proposition of the Senator from Mississippi, be~ 
cause he thought it unnecessary. He also deemed 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky 
. Unperwoop] as superfluous. He felt a 
deep and lively interest in the success of the 


| party to which he belonged in the election of Presi- 


dent, but great as was this interest in his bosom, 
he would rather see the candidate of those who 
were of opposite sentiments elected, and adminis- 
tering the Government through all time, than not 
Other measures may be 


but error on this question strikes at the very root 
of our existence; and he would rather surrender 
his attachment to any individual aspirant, than 
see that take place which would strike at the basis 
of our security. He had not the courage to raise 
the veil and sce all the horrors which would result 
from unwise action here. 

He would do anything to produce a compro- 
mise. The desire of the North cannot be grati- 
fied, and this Union stand. The desire of the 
South cannot be gratified, and this Union stand. 
There must be concessions on both sides; and he 
called on Senators, as they valued their country, 





arrive, when the guarantees of the Constitution will 


no longer be respected, and slavery will be extin- 
guished. 

He examined the supposed analogy between the 
owner and the slave and the master and the ap- 


| prentice, and contended that they were not analo- 


gous to the extentassumed, 

Mr. J. then went into a constitutional argument 
of great length, to show that there was no warrant 
for the claim of a power on the part of Congress to 
prohibit slavery. 

He admitted that the Missouri compromise could 
only be defended on the ground that the power 
exists in Congress, but it was merely a legislative 
construction. 


| to guard against any error. 
Mr. HUNTER moved to pass over the bill until 
to morrow. 
| Mr. HANNEGAN sent to the Chair an amend- 
_ ment which he proposed to move to the amend- 
| ment of Mr. Unperwoop; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD sent to the Chair a modi- 
fication of the amendment which he had formerly 
_ moved, which he intended to adopt in lieu of the 
| original amendment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, July 11, 1848, 
The Journal of yesterday having been read, an 


He asked, in conclusion, what was to be done? .! amendment (not affecting any matter contained in 
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this report) was moved by Mr. Sternens, and 
having been agreed to, 

The Journal was approved. 

Mr. WHITE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolutions offered yesterday by Mr. 
STEPHENS had been passed, 

Mr. RUMSEY moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. Agreed to. 


HARBOR AND RIVER IMPROVEMENTS. 

The Efouse then proce eded to comesder the re- 
port and accompanying resolutions heretofore re- 
ported by Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on 
Commerce, on the subject of the message of the 
President, stating his reasons for not approving 
the river and harbor bill of last session, the memo- 
rial of the Chicazo Convention in relation to harbor 
and river improvements, and on various other 
memorials on the same subject, 


The previous question on these resolutions was 
moved and seconded some days since, and, under 
its operation, the first resolution was then agreed 
to, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States vests 
In Congress the power to appropriate money to open and 
improve harbors, and remove obstractions from navigable 
rivers, in all cases where such improvements are necessary 
to the protection and facility of commerce with foreign na- 
tions or the commerce among the States. 


The SPEAKER now stated the question to be 
on agreeing to the 


Hesolved, That Uhe toterests of our national commerce, the 
common defence and general weliare of the United States, 
require a judicious exereme of the foregoing powers, 


Mr. WENTWORTH called for the yeas and 
nays on agreeing to this resolution; they were or- 
dered and taken, and resulted as follows: 


YRAS—Mesers. Albvbott, Barringer, Bingham, fBirdsat, 
Rlanchard, Jotun VM. Botts, Bowkn, Boydon, Brady, Canby, 
Chapman, Chneman, Cocke, Collamer, Collins, Conger, 
Cranston, Cneteld, Crowell, Crozier, Darling, Dickey, 
Bickrnsen, Dosen, Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Em- 
bree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Flournoy, Freedley, French, Fulton, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Gort, Gregory, Grinnell, Nathan K. Hall, James G. 
Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, 
Jolin W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, frvin, Jenkins, John W. 
Jones, Kellogg, Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. King, Wil- 
han T. Lawrenee, Sidney Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, 
Lynde, Maclay, MeClelland, Job Mann, Marsh, Marvin, 
Morehead, Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Nicoll, 
Outlaw, Palfrey, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Peyton, Pollock, 
Preston, Putnam, Julins Rockwell, Jonn A. Rockwell, Rose, 
Root, Runmeey, Sawyer, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, 
Caleb B. Sinith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Charles 
E. Stuart, Strohm, Tallinadge, Tavilor, Thib ndlenux, James 
Thompson, William Thompson. Thurston, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Warren, Wentworth, and White—112. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, 
Brodhead, Win. G. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Chase, 
Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, William 
son R. W. Cobb, Cummins, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Green, 
Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harris, Hill, George 
8. Houston, Andrew Johnson, James H. Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Kaufinan, Kennon, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Me 
Chernand, McKay, McLane, Meade, Miller, Peastee, Phelps, 
Pillsbury, Raett, Richey, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Thomas, 


Robert A. ‘Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Wiley, Williams, 
and Woodward—S3. 


second of said resolutions, VIZ: 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to recon- 


sider the vote by which the second resolution was 
passed, 


‘The motion to reconsider was, on the motion of 
Mr. Evans, laid on the table. 


The question was stated on the third resolution, 
Viz: 

Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the President in 
his veto message of December 15, 1847, for his refwsal to 
approve and sign the bill passed March 3, 1847, making ap- 
propriations for the improvement of certain harbors and 
rivers, are deemed insutlicient and unsatisfactory. 


The yeas and nays were ordered and taken on 


agreeing to the third resolution, and resulted as 
follows: 


YRAS— Messrs. Abbott, Adame. Blanchard, Botts, Boydon, 
Brady, Buckner, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, 
Collamer, Conger, Cragston, Cristield, Crowell, Crozier, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, 
Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Flournoy, Freediey, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Gou, Gregory, Grinnell, Nathan K. Hall, J. G. Hamp- 
ton, Moses Hampton, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John W. 
Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas B. King, Daniel P. 
King, William T. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, Marsh, Mar- 
vin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Outlaw, Pal- 
frey, Pendleton, Pettit, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rose, R ot, Rumsey, Sher- 
rill, Sifvester, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, 
Stephens, Strohm, Tallmadge, Taylor, Tompkins, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, and White—91. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Bowdon 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Albert G’ 
Brown, Burt, Chase, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, 
Darling, Featherston, Ficklin, French, Fries, Green, Wil- 


j 
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lard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Uarris, Hill, George 8. 
Houston. Inge, Andrew Johnson, James H. Johnson, George 
W. Jones, KRartman, Kenneom, Latin, Ligon, Lord, Lump- 
kin, Lynde, Maclay, MeClernand, MeKay, McLane, Job 
Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Peaslee, Petrie, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pillsbary, Rhett, Richey, Rockhill, Sawyer, Simp- 
son, Sins, Smart, Thomas, James Thompson, Robert A. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Tharston, Tarner, Venable, 
Wallace, Wiley, Williams, and Woodward—7I. 


Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
agreeing to the third resolution; and the motion to 


reconsider was, on motion of Mr. Cuineman, laid 
on the table. 


The question was stated on the fourth resolu- 
tion, viz: 
Resolved, That it would be inexpedient to give the gen- 
eral consent of Congress, in advance of legislation by the 
States, to the imposition of tonnage duties by the several 
States as a menns of improving the ports and harbors at 

which such duties may be levied. 


The yeas and nays were ordered and taken on 
agreeing thereto, and resulted as follows: 

YER AS—Measrs. Abbott, Adams, Barringer, Bingham, 
Birdsall, Blanchard, Bowlhn, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Ca- 
bell, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Collins, Cran- 
ston, Crisfield, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, 
Donnell, Daniel Duncan, Dana, Edsall, Edwards, Embree, 
Alex. Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, 
French, Pulton, Gaines, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, 
Gregory, Grinnell, Nathan K. Hall, Hammons, James G. 
Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John 
W.. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, Jenkins, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas B. King, 
Daniel P. King, Labm, William T. Lawrence, Stlney Law- 
rence, Lineoln, Maclay, MeClelland, Horace Mann, Marsh, 
Marvin, Morehead, Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, 
Nicoll, Outlaw, Palfrey, Peck, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, 
Putiam, Julies Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rose, Root, 
Rumeey, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, Smart, 
Caleb B, Smith, Troman Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Charles 
F. Stuart. Strahm, Tallmadge, Taylor, John B. Thompson, 
William Thompson, Thurston, ‘Tompkins, Van Dyke, Vin- 
ton, Warren, Wentworth, and White—I09. 

NAYS —Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Bocock, Bow- 
don, Boyd, Wm. G. Brown. Albert G. Brown, Burt, Chase, 
Franklin Clark, Bev. L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cummins, Daniel, Peatherston, Fieklin, Fries, 
Haralson, Haris, George 8. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Iverson, Andrew Johnson, James H. Jolinson, G. W. 
Jones, Kanfman, Kennon, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, MeCler- 
nand, McKay, MeLane, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, Peasiee, 
Peuit, Pheips, Pillsbury, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Sawyer, 
Simpson, Sims, Thomas, Jas. Thompson, R. A. Thompson, 
Turner, Venable, Wallace, Wiley, Williams, and Wood 
wiard—os9. 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved a reconsideration 


of the last vote; and on his motion the motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 


The last resolution was agreed to without a 
division. ItJjs as follows: 


Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Commerce 
on the memorial of the Chicago Convention, respecting har- 
bor and river improvements, the President’s message of De- 
ceimber 15, 1847, on the same subject, and the bill referred 
to srid committee in relation to tonnage duties, with the 
minority report on the same subject, be printed ; and that 
the Com:nittee on Printing be directed to inquire into the 
expediency of printing extra copies of said report. 

Mr. WHITE moved to reconsider the vote on 
the last resolution; which motion to reconsider was 
laid on the table. 


DISBANDING OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill of the House to amend an 
act entitled ** An act supplemental to an act pro- 
viding for the prosecution of the existing war be- 
tween the United States and the Republic of Mex- 
ico,”’ and for other purposes, reported the same 
back to the House with amendments. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments. 

Mr. BOTTS said he did not know that there 
was any necessity for him to offer any explana- 
tions. If any member should desire them upon 
any proposition, he would hold himself in readi- 
ness to make them. He would barely remark that 
the Committee on Military Affairs insistec on the 
original bill as it had passed the House, which re- 
pealed so much of the act of May, 1846, as made 
it imperative on the President to dismiss, at the 
termination of the war, one major general and two 
brigadier generals. That was the whole of the 
bill. 

Mr. McKAY wished to know from the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. 
Borrts,} whether or not that committee had taken | 


into consideration whether the army should be in- || 


creased beyond what it was previous to the com- 

mencement of the war with Mexico. Now, the |) 
President had recommended that authority be || 
given to increase the number of privates to 100, and | 
he thought that the authority granted to him by | 
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the act of May, 1846, was sufficient for all thes, 
purposes. If it was the design of the Committes 
on Military Affairs, and if that design was ay. 
proved of by this House, to bring back the ar . 
to what it was previous to the war, he su! 
whether the amendment of the Senate was not far 
preferable to the bill of the House. The }jjj pee 
originating in the House and sent to the Senate 
repealed the law which authorized the appoint. 
ment of one major general and of two brizadie, 
generals, and therefore there having been one ma. 
joy general and two brigadier generals in o{ 
previous to the war, there would be two major 
and four brigadier generals in all time to come 
unless Congress should think proper to interfere 
Was there any person in this House who believed 
that with a small skeleton of an army of a fey 
thousand men, it would be at all necessary to keep 
in office two major and four brigadier generals? 
He did not; therefore he considered it greatly 
preferable to suspend the operation of that portion 
of the act which authorized the appointment of 
these officers until the 4th of March, as was pro- 
posed by the Senate, and in the mean time Con- 
gress could determine what should be the character 
of the peace establishment. 

Mr. BOTTS replied that the Military Commit- 
tee had had some informal conversation upon the 
subject of the peace establishment, but had had no 
action. In the mean time he would remark tha: 
this proposition had no sort of connection with 
this bill. ‘This Hovse had already, in the form of 
the bill which they had passed by an almost unani- 
mous vote, expressed its determination to repea} 
so much of the first section of the law of May 13, 
1846, as made it incumbent upon the President to 
dismiss from the service of the United States one 
of the two major generals—Generals Scott and 
Taylor; and two of the four brigadier generals— 
Generals Gaines, Wool, Kearny, and Twiggs, 
The House had resolved that they would continue 
in office these six public officers, and all the com- 


my 
Mitted 


fice 


| mittee now proposed was, to reassert that determi- 


nation by disagreeing to the Senate’s amendment, 


which suspended instead of repealing that pro- 


vision of the law of 1846. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, understood that the 
Committee on Military Affairs had reported sev- 
eral amendments. In order that these amendments 
might be printed for the consideration of the House, 
he proposed that this bill lie over until to-morrow 
morning, when they would come up in order, and 
regularly every morning, until disposed of. He 
would make no motion to delay action on this 
measure. 

Mr. McKAY suggested that the bill be printed 
also. 

Mr. COBB accepted the suggestion, and hoped, 
that by the general consent of the House, the bill 
and amendments would be printed, and moved that 
the House now proceed to dispose of the business 
on the Speaker’s table in order. bs 

Mr. BOTTS would agree to the.proposition of 
the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Coss,] but for 
the fact, that on the 20th of this month, these 
officers, under the present provisions of law, would 
necessarily all go out of office. If it was the ob- 
ject of this House to prevent that result, it was 
necessary that the bill should be acted on immedi- 
ately. He apprehended, from the delay which 
they had experienced in receiving printing from 
the public printers, from the commencement of the 
session down to the present time, that if the House 
should determine to lay aside this bill, in order to 
have it printed, the 20th of July would have ar- 


_rived before they could receive the printed bill, and 


there would be no occasion for any further legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. COBB said his suggestion would not delay 
the Lill further than to-morrow or the next day. 

Mr. BOTTS was informed by a gentleman that 
this printing could not possibly be done within 
less than ten days. 

Mr. BURT wished to say to the House that 
the amendments which had come up from the 
Senate, and those recommended by the Committee 


| on Military Affairs of this House, were very sim- 


ple amendments. They were few in number, and 
their principles were perfectly plain and intelligible 
to everybody. He confessed he had some appre- 
hensions—although he did not attribute that pur- 
pose to his friend from Georgia—that there was & 
design to give this bill the go-by, and he trusted 
that this House would not tolerate the further de- 
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lay of a bill of such absolute necessity to the public 
vice. f : . oi 

ae COBB said, to avoid this very difficulty, he 

sad not moved to refer the bill to the Committee 

f the Whole on the state of the Union, but to 
wave it on the Speaker’s table, where it would 
‘ome up regularly every morning, 

The SPEAKER announced the question to be 

i) Mr. Coss’s motion to proceed to the business 
on the Speaker’s table, and remarked, in ease this 
was agreed to, it would be considered that the bill 
end amendments were ordered to be printed by 
veneral consent, unless objections were made. 
” After some conversation, in the course of which 
the SPEAKER sstated, in reply to an inquiry of 
Mr. BURT, that the first business on the Speaker’s 
ble was the message of the President of the 
Upited States communicating information of the 
treaty of peace—the question was taken and dis- 
azreed to by the following vote: 

‘YEAS—Mesars. Barringer, Bedinger, Bingham, Blanch- 
rd, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Boydon, William G. Brown, 
\ibert G. Brown, Cathcart, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Daniel, Darling, Dickey, 
Garnett Duncan, Edsall, Featherston, Ficklin, Freedley, 
reeneh, Fries, Gott, Green, Williard P. Hall, Harmanson, 
Hilliard, George 8. Houston, Inge, Irvin, Jenkins, Andrew 
johnson, James H. Johnson, G. W. Jones, Kaufinan, Daniel 
p. King, Lahm, Sidney Lawrence, Lord, Lumpkin, Mac- 
jay, MeClelland, McKay, Marvin, Miller, Mullin, Nelson, 
Newall, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Peyton, 
piisbury, Putnam, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Rockhill, 
sehenck, Sherrill, Sims, Stanton, Starkweather, Charles E. 
stuart, Strong, Thomas, James Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
von, Robert A. Thompson, Venable, Warren, Wentworth, 
White, Wick, Wiley, Williams, and Woodward—82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Botts, Brady, Brodhead, Buck- 
ner, Burt, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, Chase, Clingman, 
Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Cristield, Crowell, Cro- 
zier. Cummins, Dixon, Donnell, Daniel Duncan, Dunn, 
Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Faran, 
Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, 
Goguin, Gregory, Grinnell, Nathan K. [all, James G. Hamp- 
ion, Moses Hampton, Haralson, Harris, Haskell, Henley, 
Hearv, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hud- 
son, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Iverson, 
John W. Jones, Kellogg, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, 
William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, McClernand, McLane, Job 
Mann, Horace Mann, Meade, Morris, Nes, Outlaw, Palfrey, 
Phelps, Pollock, Preston, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock- 
well, Rose, Root, Rumsey, Sawyer, Silvester, Simpson, 
Slingerland, Smart, Truman Smith, Strohm, Tallmadge, 
laylor, Thibodeaux, John B. Thompson, William Thomp- 
son, Thurston, Tompkins, Van Dyke, Vinton, and Wal- 
lace—93. 

So the motion of Mr. Coss was rejected. 

The above vote having been announced— 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. BOTTS asked for the yeas and nays on the 
motion, and they were ordered, and resulted: Yeas 


105, nays 69. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Nr. Root, of 
Ohio, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to add an item to those 
for the Library of Congress, to appropriate twenty 
thousand dollars for the purchase of the manuscript 
papers of ee late President Jefferson. 

Mr. G. W. JONES interposed, and inquired if 
the motion was in order, there being no law autho- 
rizing the appropriation? He based his objection 
on the eighty-first rule, which provides that ‘no 
appropriation shall be reported in such general 
appropriation bills, or be in order as an amend- 
inent thereto, for any expenditure not previously 
authorized by law.” 

Mr. GOGGIN said it wasan amendment relating 


to the Library of Congress, for which it proposed | 


a purchase of books, and it vas therefore in order. 

CHAIRMAN said the amendment was in 
order, 

Mr. JONES submitted that there was no law 
authorizing the purchase of these papers, and there- 
fore it was not in order to introduce an item in the 
general appropriation bill to pay for them. 


The CHAIRMAN said the item was proposed | 


for the purchase of books for the library, which 
was now in existence; and the rule from which 


the gentleman from Tennessee had quoted gave | 


authority to make appropriations “in continuation 
of appropriations for such public works and objects 


&s are already in progress.”” He held the amend- | 
' in order under the 81st rule of the House. The . 


ment to be in order. 

Mr. GOGGIN said he did not want to discuss 
the amendment at all, bat simply to remark that a 
memorial had been presented to this House, and 
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it had been referred to the Library Committee, 
thus bringing the subject under consideration, and 
hence he had been induced to offer this amend- 
ment. ‘The object was, to make an appropriation 
to purchase manuscripts which were said to be 
very valuable, and of which he had some proof if 
it was deemed necessary to produce it. He re- 
ferred to two letters which he held in his hand from 
two gentlemen who belong to the two political par- 
ties of the country,) Mr. Van Buren to Mr. W. 
C. Rives.) The author of these papers belonged 
to the Democratic party, but he nevertheless de- 
sired that those papers should be published, for he 
believed they were very valuable papers, many of 
which had never yet seen the light. They were of 
a character which showed that they belonged to 
the country, and he hoped they would share the 
fate of others which this House had heretofore 
purchased. He would not detain the House with 
a speech on the subject, but refer gentlemen to a 
report which was made during the last Congress 
' by the gentleman opposite [Mr. Bropueap] on 
this very subject. 

Mr. PALFREY moved, for the purpose of ob- 
taining an opportunity to make a few remarks, to 
amend the amendment by adding twenty thousand 
dollars for the purchase of the papers of Alexander 
Hamilton. The subject had come upon him very 
unexpectedly; but as allusion had been made to 
the views of the Library Committee, though he 
was not authorized to speak for that committee, 
as no other member of the Library Committee was 
present, he would say a word or two expressive 
of his own views upon the subject. He was not 
aware that the Library Committee had ever had 
the subject under consideration. If they had, it 
was at a time when he was absent; but if he was 

| to express his opinion of this set of manuscripts, 
| he should say that he deeply regretted that their 
| purchase had not been earlier ordered, so that the 
| writings of Mr. Jefferson could have been given to 
| the world under the responsibility of the nation, 
and not under such auspices as those under which 
a part of Mr. Jefferson’s papers had been published. 
They should all be published in a manner that 
would be creditable to the fame of that great man, 
and of this nation. 
| TheCHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman from 
| Massachusetts that five minutes were allowed to 
him to explain his amendment, to which he must 
| confine himself. 

Mr. PALFREY submitted, that in order to make 
his own amendment satisfactory, it was proper that 
he should make some remarks on the object con- 
templated by the amendment which he proposed 
toamend. However, the remarks which he de- 
sired to make, applied equally to the papers of 
| Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Hamilton. What he had 
| to say was true of both, and therefore, when he 
| spoke of Mr. Hamilton, he hoped the committee 
| would understand him as speaking likewise of Mr. 
| Jefferson. The papers which yet remain in manu- 
| script, both of Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Jefferson, 
| he understood were very voluminous; they were 
| intimately connected with the history of the coun- 

| try through a long series of years; nothing could 
| be more important than these writings were to our 
| history; and it was in the highest degree material 
that these papers should be rescued from the pos- 
session of anybody where they would be exposed 
to any chance or accident, and placed in the pos- 
session of this country and of the world through a 
channel such as this nation could approve. He 
felt confident that the Library Committee enter- 
tained these opinions in common with himself. 
Mr. NICOLL inquired if these matters had ever 


so, he would like to have the report read. 
The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman from 


under the order of the House. The Chairman had 
not the information required by the gentleman from 
New York. 


be obtained at the clerk’s desk. 

The CHAIRMAN aaid, doubtless; and the gen- 
tleman from New York could obtain it there, and 
relieve the Chair from further responsibility. 

Mr. BOWLIN said it was proper that the point 
should be settled whether these amendments were 


Chair, on the question being raised by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] decided that 


been referred to any committee of this House? If | 


New York that this was not a debatable question ' 


Mr. NICOLL supposed the information could | 
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question for the purpose of taking an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Tellers were demanded on the appeal, and 
Messrs. Venasie and Poinock were appointed, 
and they reported 66 in the affirmative and 51 in 
the nezative. The decision of the Chair was there- 
fore sustained as the judgment of the committee, 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Pat- 
FREY] to the amendment of Mr. Gogein, and it 
was adopted by a majority of 63 to 55. 

The question recurred on the amendment as 
amended, 

Mr. VENABLE made a pre forma motion, that 
he might express his uncompromising opposition 
to this whole matter, from beginning toend. He 
believed it was the introduction of a system which 
involved an incalculable amount of money. He 
would vote for the purchase of the manuscripts of 
Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton as 
soon as for those of anybody; but, if this course 
was to be pursued, it would not be many years 

, before the hundred volumes of Mr. J.Q. Adams’s 
journal and writings, and perhaps the papers of 
ex-President Tyler, would be purchased. 

Mr. PALFREY, with some warmth, denied 
that the House would ever be asked to purchase 
the papers of Mr. Adams. 

Mr. VENABLE said they should have been 
told the same thing about these Jefferson and Ham- 

| ilton papers ten years ago. He was opposed to 
the whole system, as one which would inevitably 
be attended with inischievous results. As to the 
purchase of Mr. Adams’s papers, he hoped the 
question never would be tested. When papers 
were valuable, they would most assuredly come 
to the light. If he had been present when the 
Madison papers were purchased, he should have 
voted against that motion for the same reason that 
influenced him to vote against this. The whole 
was wrong in principle. 

Mr. MILLER also made a pro forma motion. 
He was opposed to the amendment, and he was 
opposed to the manner in which it was urged on 
the attention of the committee. The gentleman 
from Virginia, in offering his amendment for the 
purchase of the papers of Thonias Jefferson, ad- 
dressed himself to the members on the Democratic 
side of the House, and the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts made a motion which commended itself 
to the gentleman on the other side of the House; 
and by these means both sides of the House were 
appealed to, these two gentlemen—Jefferson and 
Hamilton—being the founders of the two great 
parties which now divide this country. As these 
questions were presented to the committee in such 
a manner, it was apparent that the gentlemen who 
made the motions were satisfied that they could 
not be sustained by argument, and hence they ap- 
pealed to the prejudices of both sides of the House. 

| Now, he was opposed to this system. He was 
opposed to the purchase of the papers of Mr. Mad- 
ison, and he should be equally opposed to the pur- 
chase of the papers of anybody else, even of the 
illustrious Selinoen: He would give no vote for 
any such purpose, for the whole system was wrong. 
_Ifany writings were valuable and worthy of pub- 
| lication, they would present inducements for their 
| publication without the interference of the Gov- 
‘ernment. By private enterprise they would come 
| to light, and hence no justification could be fur- 
| nished for such an extravagant waste of the public 
| money. He might here remark that all the papers 
of Mr. Jefferson which were deemed valuable had 
| been published already. What evidence was there 
before the committee that these papers were of the 
value which was placed on them by the movers of 
| these amendments, and which the committee was 
called upon to vote? Hedid not even know what 
these papers were. It might be that the papers of 
Alexander Hamilton advocated a policy which had 
been repudiated by this Government from its 
foundation to the present moment. What, he 
asked, was their object?) He was unwilling that 
the committee should be brought to sanction the 
purchase of papers until they knew what it was 
| they were called upon to publish. Who had given 
them that information? The chairman of the com- 
mittee said he did not even know that they had 
| been before the Library Committee. Did any of 
them know? And yet they were asked to appro- 
priate $20,000 for each of two sets of papers of 
| which they knew nothing. He thought it was 


‘they were in order, and he now again raised the | a matter of some importance, and, especially as 
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the case of Mrs. Madison had been quoted, it 
was time that this system should be arrested; but 
if it was to be adopted and carried out, he hoped 
when it was carried to the House that the record 
would be made to show who it was that advocated 
the system. 
Mr. CLARKE, having made a pro forma motion, 
said he took occasion to object to the appropriation 
of 425,000 for the purchase of the Madison papers; 
and he then ome that that appropriation was de- 
signed and intended to fasten and rivet on the coun- 
try an enormous pension hist; that it would furnish 
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a precedent forall time to come, which, if it would | 


not be dangerous to the well-being of the country, 
would be disastrous to its finances. 

There were various reasons why they should not 
tolerate the amendment which had been proposed. 
They had heard yesterday from the other side of 
the House—and not yesterday only, but on all 
occasions when those gentlemen obtained the floor 
—that, by the prosecution of the Mexican war, 
and by other Democratic measures and policy, they 
had involved the country in a debt which would 
put the face of the people of this nation to the 
grindstone for years tocome. And yet, in the face of 
these charges and statements, which were designed 
to have an effect on the approaching elections— 
statements and charges made, in many instances, 
by a direct suppression of the truth—there was not 
a solitary proposition in our whole legislation 
where an attempt was made to appropriate the 
public money, which had not met the approbation 
of the gentlemen on the other side of the House. 
All propositions for wild and extravagant expend- 
itures have invariably been sustained and voted 
for by the gentlemen on the other side of the House. 
And yet the charge was to go to the country that 
the Democratic party here was in favor of squan- 
dering the public money, and comparisons were 
instituted between the expense of this and former 
administrations, for the purpose of fixing on the 
Democratic party the charge of extravagance. And, 


in bringing this House into disrepute, and in cast- | 


ing reproach on the President, language was used 
which was only fit for a fish-market, certainly not 
adapted to the halls of legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman that 
he must confine himself to his amendment. 

Mr. CLARKE then proceeded to protest against 
the amendment as a dangerous precedent. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and moved to re- 
duce the two sums of $20,000 to $5,000 each. 

Mr. SAW YER rose to a question of order. He 
said it was not in order to move an amendment 
solely for the purpose of making a five minutes’ 
speech. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania was in order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that he should vote in 
favor of the amendment. As to establishing a 
system of literary pensioning, if gentleman could 
produce any number of such men as Thomas 
Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton, he, for one, 
was ready to pension them all. But he greatly 
feared that such men would continue to be very 
rare. There was very little danger, indeed, that 
the pension roll of men like these would be ruin- 
ously extended. As to Jetlerson, we knew, from 
such of his writings as were already in print, what 
it was we expect to get should the resolution be 
adopted. After all his public situations and ad- 
vantages, Mr. Jetlerson died fifty thousand dollars 
in debt, and two of his granddaughters were for 
many years keeping a school, out of the proceeds 
of which they had paid fifteen thousand dollars of 
it; and he had been told that they were still em- 
ployed in the same way. And, in regard to Alex- 
ander Hamilton, the act of 1789, establishing the 
treasury of the United States, was a monument of 
his public character such as he had been assured 
by Albert Gallatin, and Alexander Dallas, and 
Richard Rush, and Robert J. Walker, and other 
men competent to judge, was not to be found in 
England, nor in France, nor in the Government of 
any other country in the world. For his part, 
Mr. I. was quite ready to take all the responsibility 


of voting not only this $20,000, but a much larger 
sum. 


Mr. GOGGIN said he had letters before him 
from William C. Rives and Martin Van Buren in 
favor of the purchase, and these, on such a sub- 


ject, were good authority. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said that neither 
of them was good authority. 






affirmative: Ayes 60, noes 58. 


CLERK FOR FOREIGN CLAIMS. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the item * For 
compensation of the Secretary of State, and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his 
office, $26,300,” by striking out that sum, and in- 
serting, ** including a salary of $2,000 per annum 
for a clerk, whose duty it shall be to examine 
claims of the citizens of the United States against 
foreign Governments, and claims of the latter | 
against the former, and to perform such other | 
duties as the Secretary of State may designate, | 
$28,300.” 

Mr. V. sent to the table a letter from Mr. Sec- 
retary Buchanan, explaining the necessity for the | 
services of such a clerk, in reference to the claims | 
of our citizens on foreign Governments, and those 
of the subjects of foreign Governments on our 
own, 

The question being put, the ayes were 56, the | 


noes 44. 

No quorum having voted, the roll was called, 
and the committee rose and reported the absentees 
to the House, to be recorded. A quorum in the 
mean time having appeared, the committee resumed 
its session. 

Mr. VINTON, by consent, made a brief state- | 
ment in explanation. 

‘The Secretary, in his letter to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, stated that the services of such 
an oflicer were become indispensable; and for this 
he gave two very sufficient reasons. ‘The Secre- | 
tary said it was impossible, with the force at pres- 
ent in the department, to examine American claims | 
preferred against foreign Governments. Accord- 
ing to the practice at present, they were forwarded | 
to our respective ministers abroad without having 
been examined at all, and our ministers considered 
it as expected from them that they should press 
these claims on the foreign Governments on whom 
they were made. ‘che consequences were very un- 
pleasant, not only, but seriously injurious. oer 
of these claims turned out to be utterly unfounded; 
and the pressing of them operated to irritate the 
Governments abroad, and to injure our national | 
character for honesty. The repetition of succes- | 


sive claims, without justice or equity to sanction 
them, begat an opinion which was transferred from | 
the particular claimants to their country generally; 
and its effect was unfortunate to us as a nation. 
It was desired that a clerk should be appointed, | 


| 


OBE. 


The question was then put, and decided in the | 


ae _ duly WI, 


For compensation of librarian, $300. 

For the collection of agricultural statistics and o 
poses, $3,500; which several sums, amounting 
to $6,800, shall be paid out of the patent fund. 

Mr. F. briefly explained the necessity of 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. FARRELLY moved the following amend. 
ment, to come in at the end of the last amendmen. 

For defraying the expenses of chemical analyses of yy 
getable substanees produced and used for the food of man 
and animals, to be expended wader the direction of the 
Commissioner of Patents, to be paid out of the Patent fund 
$1,000. : 

Mr. F. handed in at the Clerk’s table, where jt 
was read, a Jetter in explanation of the necessity 
of the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL CLERKS PROPOSED. 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved ay 
amendment, to come in at the end of the first item 


ther pur. 
mm the whole 


the 


_under the head of ** Treasury Department,” ay. 


thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to employ 
two additional clerks, one at a salary of $1,600 and 
the other at $1,400 per annum, and appropriating 
$3,000 therefor. ™ 


Mr. R. referred to a report of the acting Secre- 


_ tary, setting forth the want of additional clerks jin 
the offices of the Second Auditor and Second 


Comptroller, and in the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 
Mr. FARAN moved to strike out two and insert 


/one. He admitted the necessity for some additional 
aid; but he thought, if the force already there were 


| gone into effect. 
| of department to regenerate their respective de- 


| 


whose duty it should be to examine the claim and || 


the evidence adduced in support of it, at least so 
far as to see that a prima facie casé was made out | 
before the papers were permitted to be sent abroad. | 
There was another extensive class of claims 
which it was very important to examine, and that 
was, the claims preferred by the subjects of for- | 
eign Governments against citizens of the United 
States. With the clerks now in the department, | 


it was impossible to give these claims any exami- |, = 
“amendment authorizing the employment in the 


nation at all, 

The department asked for a competent clerk, 
whose duty it should be to examine both these 
classes of claims. 


Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON wanted to know || 


whether the amendment was in order? Was it | 
not for the appointment of a new clerk, with en- 
tirely new duties? 

Mr. VINTON said, certainly it was. And this 
grew out of the necessity of the case. It was pre- 


because those duties were not performed, that the | 
Department asked that Congress would provide 
one. The gentleman did not, he presumed, desire 
that the character of our people should be preju- | 
diced before foreign nations, and that a presump- | 


| tion of knavery should be raised against it. 


Mr. FICKLIN sustained the point of order. | 
The effect of the amendment would be, if he un- 
derstood it, to erect a separate and new bureau 
within the Department of State, with duties at 
present unknown to the law. 

The CHAIR overruled the objection. 

And the question being taken, the amendment 
was carried, ayes 102, noes 25. 


PATENT OFFICE. 
Mr. FARRELLY moved the following amend- 
ment, to come at the end of the items under the 


_ head of ** Department of State:” 


For the purchase of such scientific works as are neces- 
sary for the use of the Patent Office, $1,500. 


|| properly distributed, the business of the depart- 


ment could be much better done. The occupation 
of most of those now in the department seemed to 
be much more the reading of newspapers than the 
performance of the public business. Some faith- 
ful clerks were overworked, while others had noth- 
ing to do; and there were some there who would 
not work, as he had personal reason to know. Mr. 
F. withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. NICOLL renewed it, as a means of saying 
that he should be opposed to the granting of any 
more clerks till Mr. McKay’s bill should have 
That bill would enable the heads 


— by excluding the idle and incompetent. 
he House could then act with some confidence: 
else they might only be increasing the number 
of those who were only burdens on the Govern- 
ment. 

The question being put on the amendment, it 
was rejected. 

Mr. HENLEY proposed to grant two clerks for 
twelve months only. As the necessity of more 
force in the departments grew wholly out of the 
war, it would probably cease by the expiration of 
another year; it would then be hard to get rid of 
them. It was better to limit the time of service 
beforehand. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved an 


office of the Second Comptroller for one year of 
six additional clerks, one ata salary of $1,150, and 


| the others at a salary of $1,000 each per annum, 


$6,150. 

Mr. R. explained that there was a great amount 
of arrears accumulating in that office. The accounts 
of one class now behind would require eight years 
to bring them up. In these accounts the relatives 
of our soldiers had a deep interest, and it was 


cisely because there was no such clerk now, and |) Practically injustice to them to refuse the necessary 


means to bring up the accounts. 

Mr. VINTON proposed asa substitute an amend- 
ment allowing the Secretary three new clerks for 
one year, with a salary of $1,200 each. 

He read, in support of the motion, a letter from 
the Second Comptroller and an official report. 

The question was put upon the amendment as 
amended, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved the fol- 
lowing proviso to the item making appropriations 
for the office of the First Auditor: 


Provided, further, That the salaries of all officers, civil 
and military, as well as members of Congress, holding offices 
under this Government, where the salary is over one thou- 
sand dollars, and no constitutional prohibition, from and after 
the first Monday in December, 1848, shall be reduced one- 
fifth upon the whole amount of said salary ; provided it does 
not reduce the salary below one thousand dollars, and then 
down to that sum. 


Mr. J. remarked, that as there seemed to be a dis- 
position on the part of the House to reduce the sal- 


aries of officers one by one, he proposed to make 


wi 


fo 





It, 
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the reduction general. 


The time was propitious; 





from the further consideration of the resolution; | 


which was agreed to. 
Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Military 


Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further | 


consideration of the memorial of Ambrose R. Da- 
venport; which was agreed to. 
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The question being on the amendment of the || 








appropriations. He quoted from the opinions and 
facts in a report of Colonel Long, superintendent 


| of one of these works, to show the injurious con- 


sequences of these delays. 
r. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said he under- 


| stood this motion was to be followed up by mo- 
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The question being on the amendment of Mr. 


r pur the Government was deeply in debt, and the ex- | committee, striking out the appropriation of $7,500 | Davis, of Mississippi— 
vhole enditures were large; moreover, a Presidential, for furnishing the marine hospital at New Or- Mr. HUNTER then addressed the Senate, ex- 
ti election Was approaching, and he wished to sea leans— ; pressing his regret that the subject had been forced 
E which of the partes would go before the people _ Mr. ATHERTON gave the reasons which had | on the South, as it had been by the report of the 
end. with the best front on this question. : ‘ induced the committee to strike out this appropria- Committee on Territories, The course of the 
one The amendment was rejected: Ayes 54, noes 62. | tion. _Jt was nota proper subject to be introduced || North had been sufficient to stir the blood, but he 
rig Mr. BRODHEAD mores to mapesan the salary | in a bill of this character. The committee desired | would endeavor to discuss the question dispas- 
man sroposed for the two additional clerks in the First _ to exclude all objects which did not legitimately sionately. The truth was with the South, and the 
"the Auditor’s office, from $1,000 each per annum to | belong to an appropriation bill. Sailors of the || truth would be best presented when presented with 
und, ¢],150 to each per annum, and to increase the | United States navy were not admitted into this in- || calmness. “Referring to the constant course of 
jqiount appropriated for the office from $21,400 | stitution. He defended the committee against the | legislation in relation to the Territories, he was 
eit to $21,700. charge of partiality, alleging that the desire of the || surprised to hear it denied that the Government of 
Sity Mr. B. said the salary proposed was the same | committee was to avoid the admission of items || the United States had the authority to govern the 
as that received by the other officers who per- | which might delay the passage of the bill. The | Territories” It was an authority derived from the 
formed the same service, — committee had also been charged with a design to || power of acquiring territories, and it was limited in 
The amendment was rejected. ‘ destroy the system of erecting marine hospitals, || its character. It is also deducible from the power 
a Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved an which he denied. This appropriation might be || of Congress to dispose of the public lands, of pre- 
em amendment to the end of the item making appro- | made ina separate bill, to which there would prob- venting trespasses, and of arresting fugitives. 
a priations for the Second Auditor s office, providing ably be little objection. He did not suppose that || This power remains in Congress, under the pro- 
loy for thirteen additional clerks, which the Secretary "any one contemplated the carrying out of the sys- || visions of the Constitation, until they become 
und of the Treasury 1s authorized to employ after the || tem all at once. As in the system laid down for || a Congress has also the right to govern the 
ine assage Of this act in said office for twelve months, | fortifications, it must be perfected gradually. The | Terrifories for the purpose of training them, in 
ad ata compensation not exceeding $3 per day, for the appropriations which had been made for the pur- || order that they may be prepared to become States. 
re. settlement of the accounts of paymasters and the | chase of sites was intended only as a preliminary || He then went into a view of the powers implied, 
‘in accounts for arrears of pay of discharged and | step. Congress did not appropriate money for this || in order to show to what objects they extended, 
nd deceased officers and soldiers, and the accounts of purpose until 1842. he only appropriations since || and where the limitation of these powers was to be 
of captains of companies, and for company clothing, were for three hospitals—g25,000 to be divided || found.AThe limitation is, when Congress attempts 
&e., $12,000. ti between the three. This was barely sufiicient to || to do anything which the Constitution does not 
ort Mr. R. explained the necessity for this increase | make a commencement. One of these hospitals || warrant. 
a of clerks, arising out of the press of business upon | had been only raised to its first story, and another If the power to govern the Territories does not 
re the office consequent upon the war. || was not far advanced. It would require $50,000 || exist in Congress, where is it tobe found? It has 
rte Some conversation and explanations as to the || for each of these buildings. It was important that || been said that it resides in the people of the Ter- 
on state of business in the Second Auditor’s office, | the money appropriated should not be wasted, || ritories. This he denied. If Congress had no 
to the additional number of clerks necessary, &c., | while we ought to give all the relief we could. || right to govern the Territories, what right has it 
he occurred between Messrs. BOWLIN, VINTON, | Our first object should be to finish the three hospi- || to extend the revenue laws over a Territory, or to 
* XOCKWELL of Connecticut, HUDSON, HEN- | tals which were in progress, before we go on with || make a treaty, or do any other act of sovereignty 
he LEY, CROZIER, FICKLIN, and JONES of | others, and not rush at once to the completion of || there ?_-The assumption was an unconstitutional 
id Tennessee. : all which it was in contemplation to erect. He || one. /The Constitution specifies certain restrictions 
r. Mr. DICKEY moved that the committee rise: | assured the Senate that the committee had no feeling || on the power of Congress in the States, which are 
Ayes 64, noes 39. ; | on the subject, and that its only object was to ex- || not to be found as regards ‘Territories. It follows 
g The committee rose accordingly and reported | clude what they deemed irrelevant items from the || that the power cannot reside in the people of the 
y progress. | bill, and thus prevent any unnecessary delay in its || Territories, but, by necessary implication, it be- 
e And then the House adjourned. || passage. longs to Congress., The States cannot acquire 
" eqn | Mr. UNDERWOOD regretted this pertinacious || territory. ‘Territory acquired is the property of 
:. PETITIONS, ETC. | objection to the appropriation. There was no || all the States, and must be governed by the power 
. Sas Ciena eaten sed nateniieiaineeunnenits | objection to the thing on its merits, but to the ina) | which is the agency of the Statesconjointly. The 
se under the rule, and referred: || propriateness in this bill. He then showed from || only rule of construction which can be sustained 
. By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Robert D. Stephenson || the Journals that the commencement of this appro- || is that which renders the whole instrument con- 
\- and 90 others, citizens of Jackson county, in the State of || priation was in the naval appropriation bill. sistent and harmonious. 
Ohio, paging, enaen to aon et, ent, Sate = ‘|| Mr. ATHERTON said that was a departure There are certain powers of which Congress is 
it May a, GREEN: A petition for the fuict of Jee For. || from all precedent. The practice had been to in- || deprived: the power of posing ex post facto laws, 
sythe, of Knox county, Missouri. troduce these matters in the naval appropriation || or to establish a form of religion; and it refrains 
r By Mr. ROSE: The petition of Nathaniel Smith and || bill. from attempting to carry out any of these powers 
e OS Se ee wow See, ee ‘| Mr. UNDERWOOD said this was the only || in the Territories. Congress is bound to maintain 
e liam F. Sheeden, Sireno Rename, and cae | appropriation of the kind. The others had been | the equality of the citizens and the equality of the 
f By Mr. PALFREY: The memorial of Henry R. School- || fur the purchase of sites. The House had inserted || States. Every individual has a right to enjoy the 
f cratt, praying for the adoption of a suitable system of nom- || jt in this bill, and why should we strike it out? || rewards and honors of the Government, and every 
EM N sus: peton ot atozo | He read froma paper in is hand a statement of | State has a right to share in the privileges which 
Chapin and others, of Abington, Massachusetts, praying for || the amounts received at Louisville from the boat- || are conferred on the others. In this equality is to 
the abolition of the franking privilege and for the reduction || men, to which the appropriations for hospitals bore || be found the whole secret of our progress. Destroy 
. of postage. no proportion. The amounts contributed at Pitts- the one, and you destroy the other. He referred 
3 burg are much greater. With these facts, shall || to the clauses of the Constitution in which this 
f IN SENATE. we, for a mere technical objection, strike out the || principle of equality was to be found. The States 
| Tvespay, July 11, 1848. || appropriation? He hoped not. There was a || are not allowed to make treaties, or to regulate 
, Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- || —— ene gore am this — and our — or to lay i ane they might 
, tee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a || se ne Ra aa oes many other matters er a Co Poon . “ aie See 
: resolution inquiring into the expediency of increas- || WM frequently find their way into an appropri- |) equality. Ni legiel soommgggind a pos 
ing the number of cadets at West Point, reported || tion bill. Many works which have been com- ee a a ation, eopecially in regard 
| that it was inexpedient, and asked to be discharged | menced are falling into dilapidation for want of || to the acquisition of territory. Congress may not 


touch the right of the States to colonize the newly- 
acquired territories. He contended that it was 
indispensable to secure the domination of the white 
race, as well for the interest of that race and for 
the welfare of the slave. 

‘Tf the power to govern Territories devolves on 


Mr. : | tions to strike out all similar appropriations. He || Congress, it brings with it the obligation on Con- 
pitt, RUSK made an effort to ake up the bill 0 || Tontnded the Senate that cis hospital was com: | gres to protect the propery ofthe cizeny Tt had 
Y. || pleted, and that it was only asked to buy the fur- || been said that the right of establishing slavery was 


adding thereto the personnel of the late Republic of 


eXas, 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested that it had better be 
postponed until the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Hvnrer] had closed his remarks on the Oregon 
bill; to which Mr. RUSK assented. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to take up the bill to 
establish a branch Mint in the city of 
for prompt action on the bill; but the motion was 
decided in the negative. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 


—y up the amendments to the naval appropriation 
ul, 





; ew York, | 
Setting forth the reasons that pressed on his mind | 








niture, without which the building cannot be used. 


| At this sickly position, where so many hundreds 


of sailors have already died, it is highly important 
that the hospital should be furnished. The com- 


| pletion of this work would save the Government 


$12,000 a year; and he hoped it would not be de- 


| feated by a frivolous objection. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the further con- 
sideration of the bill was postponed until to-mor- 


OREGON BILL. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to establish a Territorial Government in 
Oregon. 





| owner of a 8 


| to the new 





A 


involved in the right of prohibiting slavery. This 
he denied, because the questions rested on different 
grounds. / It would not be denied in England, and 
it could not be denied anywhere, that in Virginia 
slaves were property, and that property ought to 
be respected wherever it goesy Instead of the 
owner being divested of his petperty whenever he 
moves with it into another State, he has a right to 
expect that it shall be protected. Was it compe- 
tent to Congress to divest of his property any 
ye who may take his slave to his 

and ina new Territory? He denied that it was. 
hether slavery would or would not be beneficial 
was a question which might be 
mooted... It depended on the question of climate, 
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and other questions which did net come within the 
scope of his argumentg Opinions differed widely 
on the subject. . 

Let Convress refrain from interference, and let 
the negro race, following the law of gravitation, 
extend itself to the Territories, and it will be for 
the advancement of the harmony, the prosperity, 
and the happiness of the w hole. The South would 
then feel that it was treated with proper kindness 
and consideration. He asked if the South had not 
been the balance-wheel in this Confederacy, stand- 
ing between the extremes of Federalism and De- 
moc racy. ‘The southern citizen has been at all 
times eminently conservative, made so not by any 
superiority im wisdom of sagacity, but from his 
position. He refuted the idea that the southern 
slaveholdine States could ever obtain an ascend- 
ency of political power. He deprecated these sec- 
tional jealousies, the only effect of which must 
be to prevent that harmony and kindness which 
would otherwise exist between the North and the 
South. By a continued course of oppression, you 
must effectually destroy the Union, because the 
confidence and good will which constitute its ele- 
ments would be destroyed. The effect of conces- 
sion would be to band North and South together; 
to unite them with hooks of steel. If the South 
cannot be treated as an equal by the North; if she 
is to be deprived of her proper share in the benefits 
of the General Government, what white citizen 
would consent to remain ina slave State? and the 
consequence would be the reénactment of the out- 
rages which had flooded the West Indies with the 
blood of the white race. "There was no friend of 
humanity who would desire to see these revults. 

But is it believed that the southern representa- 
tives would stand here with folded arms, while 
such encroachments as would lead to these results 
were going on? Would they remain quiet while 
their houses were wrapt in flames? Let it not be 
supposed, But he begged pardon for suffering 
such words to escape him. ‘The State which he 
represented had not authorized him to use the lan- 
guage of menace. She had never suffered herself 
tg believe that such a result was possible. 

He asked, what is slavery? Solve him that prob- 
lem, and then let any one see if he cannot apply the 
solution athome. In what country do we not find 
the authority exercised by parent over child? What 
ix this but the authority of man over manj This 
was productive of benefit to the whole. he con- 
nection between master and slave was almost as 
dear a relation as that between parent and child. 
Look at the pauper system in England—that focus 
and hot-bed of abolitionism—and see if the condi- 
tron of the pauper is not worse than the condition of 
the slave. We hear nothing there of the tights of 
man. tis the peace of society which requires 
that condition. And so it was with the slave, who 
cannot exist by the side of the white man without 
becoming subordinate to superior intelligence and 
character. tle referred to the resulis of the in- 
troduction of machinery in the manufacturing dis- 
tricts of England, by which the child had been 
converted into more importance and value than 
the adult, and the father and mother were reduced 
to subordinate positions. Here the slave was sure 
of his subsistence. His position was more favor- 
able than that of the white pauper. And if, in the 
existence of pauperism in other countries, we see 
no governments overthrown, why should we ap- 
prehend from the existence of slavery any such 
danger to our own. He did not mean to censure 
other governments, because such a state of things 
exists. He knew that these inequalities of condi- 
tton were inseparable from human existence. All 
that governments can do is to do the best they can 
to meliorate, and many governments do not do 
that. These matters were in existence under the 
decree of a Providence which he would not dare to 
arraign, but to which he would always bow with 
an unshaken faith in its wisdom. 

He deprecated the continuance of doubt as to 
the course which it becomes us to pursue, and 
directed the Senate to the responsibility which it 
would incur to Heaven if it refrained from taking 
the course which wisdom and humanity indicated, 
and to the responsibility which posterity would 
demand from us, if we lose the inheritance of lib- 
erty and free government which descended to us 
from our fathers, and which it is our solemn duty 
to preserve and cherish. 

r. DAVIS, of Mississippi, expressed a wish to 
address the Senate on his amendment, and moved 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that the further consideration of the bill be post- 
poned until to-morrow; which was agreed to. 
TEXAN NAVY. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to increase the naval 
establishment of the United States. 


The bill having been considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, was reported without amendment; 


and the question being on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed— 


Mr. BERRIEN wished to hear the reasons on 
which this bill was advocated. It was a very im- 
portant bill, providing to bring the officers of the 
Texan navy into the service of the United States, 
thus overslaughing officers of our own navy. It 
would be an act of gross injustice to place over 
our own officers persons who had left their own 
country and entered into a foreign service. 

Mr. RUSK said he did not regard the act of these 
officers in entering the Texas navy as entering into 
foreign service. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained, that he referred to 
the fact that some of these persons had left the 
United States, and entered’ into the Texan navy 
while Texas was a foreign government. 

Mr. RUSK defended the bill, on the ground that 
our treaty with Texas stipulated that the United 
States should incorporate the Texan navy with the 
navy of the United States, and thatthe term navy did 
not certainly mean ships alone, but also the officers 
attached to that navy, and forming a portion of it, 
These officers had made a contract with the Texan 
Government, to serve during good behavior; and 
if the United States should put such a construction 
on the agreement with Texas as to force her toa 
violation of this contract, it would be an act of hard- 
ship and injustice. It was not proposed to displace 
any officers of the United States. The bill would 
create new offices for these persons, and would not 
be unjust to any of the United States officers. 

Mr. BADGER sstated, that the action of the 
Naval Com mittee did not at all intimate an opinion 
that this bill ought to pass. It was the sentiment 
of the committee that there were serious difficulties 
in the way of the passage of this ect. Le referred 
to the case of Commodore Moore, who left the 
United States as a lieutenant, and was received in 
the Texan navy asacommodore. He left asso- 
ciates with him in the United States, who were 
lieutenants. He desires to return here as a cap- 
tain, while his former associates, who had remained 
true to their own country, continue lieutenants, 
und would be placed under the conmmand of their 
former associate, who, by leaving his own coun- 
try, and going into a foreign service, had obtained 
this more elevated rank. He did not think we 
could so decide, and stand by the decision. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD thoucht it unconstitutional 
to authorize the President to incorporate the ‘Texan 
navy with the United States navy, and in the same 
bill appoint the additional officers which shall fill 
the stations which would require to be filled. 

Mr. RUSK made some remarks in explanation, 
defending the propriety and constitutionality of the 
bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that although the mean- 
ing of the word navy was ambiguous, yet the 
usual construction embraced officers as well as 
ships. He was therefore disposed to give it that 
construction, which was the one unanimously put 
on the resolution annexing Texas. Hethought that 
as Texas was now one of the States of the Union, 
deprived of her potential voice, she ought to be 
treated with kindness and liberality. He thought 
the bill might be so modified as to do away with 
any objection of a constitutional character. No 
injustice could be done to our own officers, nor 
need the feelings of any one of them be wounded 
by the admission of these officers. He added a 
few words in defence of Commodore Moore, 
whose conduct in leaving the service of the United 
States in a time of peace, and entering the Texan 
service, was not only free from reproach, but de- 
serving of praise. 

Mr. BERRIEN stated that there were friends, 
officers of the United States navy, whose reputa- 
tion was dear to him, who would be overstepped 
if this bill should pass; and to this he would not 
give his assent. He controverted the proposition 
of the Senator from South Carolina, that it was 


duly 12, 


Mr. HALE referred to the Naval Register to show 

how our naval officers were now employed. Oy; 
of sixty-seven captains, forty are on leave of ab. 
sence and waiting orders; out of ninety-seven com. 
manders, forty-three are in the same situation, and 
eighty-six lieutenants in the same position, He 
wished the chairman of the committee to say what 
= the amount of the appropriations in the naya| 
vill. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I believe they are some. 
what more than $11,000,000. : 

Mr. HALE gaid the appropriations for the nay 
service were formerly only $4,000,000, and no 
wonder that they had risen to $11,000,000 whey 
so many officers were doing nothing. There was 
not so much waste in any navy of any Govern. 
ment under Heaven as in our navy; and should he 
live to take his seat here another session, he 
pledged himself to introduce some reform of the 
evil. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he did not say that 
eleven millions was the amount of the appropria. 
tions for the navy proper. 

Mr. HALE said, I meant the navy improper, 

Mr. FOOTE advocated the bill, regarding the 
admission of the Texan officers as an obligation 
imposed on us by our engagements to Texas. He 
also eulogized the character and conduct of Com- 
modore Moore, in going to Texas and contributing 
his aid to the achievement of the independence of 
that country. 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved to amend by making 
the provision to read so as to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to increase the United 
States navy by adding as many ships as were em- 
braced in the Texan navy, without making it ne- 
cessary to add the same vessels as were received 
from Texas. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said the debate 
on the navy of Texas was pretty well exhausted. 
But he did not like to permit our navy to rest un- 


al 


_der the imputation thrown on it by the Senator 


from New Hampshire. He referred to the attacks 
formerly made on West Point, and the change of 
opinion which had since taken place, so that now 
no one could be found to assail it. He then spoke 
of the necessity of making our navy our great de- 
fence, as we are not likely to have any war except 
with some European country, in which case mari- 
time force may be very valuable. He hoped this 
branch of the service would be left untouched- 

that no attempt would be made to detract from its 


| character or diminish its efficiency. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD made some further re- 


/ marks against the bill. 


Mr. RUSK said a few words in defence of the 
officers who had gone over from the United States 
to the Texan service. 


Mr. NILES and Mr. DAVIS, of Massachu- 
setts, said a few words, when the amendment of 
the Senator from Florida was negatived. 


The question was then taken, by yeas and nays, 
on the engrossment of the bill, and decided as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Butler, Calhoun, Can- 
eron, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, Houston, Joho- 
son of Georgia, Lewis, Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, Westcott, 
and Yulee—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dix, Feleh, 
Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Johnson of Maryland, 
Johnson of Louisiana, Mason, Metcalf, Miller, Niles, Pearce, 
Phelps, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, Upham, and Walker 


. 
— » 


And then the Senate adjourned. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weopnespay, July 12, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. GOGGIN asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That when this House adjourns to-day, it will 
adjourn to meet on to-morrow, at 10 o’clock, and at the same 
hour on each succeeding day of the present session until the 
close thereof. 


The resolution was ruled out of order. 
Mr. GOGGIN inquired if it was in order to 
move to take up the bill to establish certain post 


routes? 


Mr. HUDSON moved that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


praiseworthy in an officer of the navy to leave the | the Union. Lost. 


service and enter into foreign service. 








The committees were then called for reports. 
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+ 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. NICOLL, from the Committee of Ways 

and Means, reported a bill to establish a branch 
mint at the city of New York. Read twice and 
ommitted. 
. Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported bills for the relief 
of Thomas H. Noble, for the relief of John Howe, 
for the relief of Orange H. Dibble; which were 
read and committed. ; 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the House bill for the relief of John P. 
Converse, reported the same back to the House 
with an amendment. 

Mr. R. explained the amendment, and asked 
that the bill be put upon its passage. 

Mr. DANIEL moved to commit the bill. Agreed 





- 


to. } 
Mr. ROCKWELL, from the Committee of 
Claims, made adverse reports on the petitions of | 


p. I. Heard, R. C. Prewitt, William Woodward, 
and S. B. Olmstead. Laid on the table. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
referred Senate bills for the relief of Richard Fields | 


and for the payment of Charles Richmond, report- 
ed the same back to the House without amend- 
ment. Committed. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred Senate bills for the relief of J. F. Sothoron 
and for the retief of Samuel Grice, reported the 


same back to the House with amendments. Com- | 


mitted. 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 


referred Senate bill for the relief of J. W. Nye, | 


assignee of P. Bargy and H. Stewart, reported the 


same back to the House, with the recommenda- 


tion that it do not pass. Committed. 


: ‘ | 
Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred Senate bill for the relief of Jose Argote 
Vallalobos, Marie Rose, Frangois Felix, Marquis 
de Fougeres, or their heirs or legal representatives, 


reported the same back to the House with an | 


amendment. 

The amendment was read and agreed to, and 
the bill was then read a third time and passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 


Mr. DANIEL, from the same committee, made | 


an adverse report on the petition of Anna Maria 
Baldwin. Latd on the table. 
Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, 


reported bills for the relief of the legal representa- | 
uves of John H. Piatt, for the relief of B. M. Bon- | 
ton, and for the reliefof A. H. Patterson. Read 


and committed. 


On motion of Mr. C., the Committee of Claims | 


was discharged from the petitions of Thomas 


Copeland, an E. Bunfoot, executrix of John | 
, 


Clark, deceased, George W. Kidd, Jane Parker, 


and of the executor of John J. Bulon, deceased. | 


Laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report on the petition of the Pacific and other In- 
nenes Companies of New York. Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. NELSON, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petitions of Jeremiah Car- 
penter and Daniel G. Garnsey. Laid on the table. 

Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, reported 


a bill for the relief of Thomas T. Gammage. Read | 


and committed. 
Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill to compensate and reimburse the 


owner and crew of the whaling ship Chandler | 


Price the losses and expenses incurred in ransom- 


ing the crew of the ship Columbia. Read and 
committed. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred Senate bill to provide for the survey of the 
mouth of Red river, in the State of Louisiana, re- 
ported the same back to the House without amend- 
ment. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, reported the 


to: 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of printing 5,000 copies of the 
hemoir, geographical, political, and commercial, on the 
present state, production, resourees, and capabilities for 


commerce of Siberia, Manchooiia, and the Asiatic islands | 


of the Northern Pacific Ocean, &c., by Aaron H. Palmer, 
and the map appended thereto, recently communicated b 
the President, and printed by order of the Senate. 


Mr. GRINNELL, from the same committee, to 


which was referred Senate bill for the relief of | the amendment the following: 


Benjamin Adams & Co. and others, reported the 


THE © 


- same back to the House without amendment. 


following resolution, which was read and agreed | 






Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred House bill to admit certain articles the 
growth of Canada free of duty, reported the same 
back to the House with an amendment. The 
amendment was read. 

Mr. G. explained the bill, and asked to have it 
put upon its passage. 

Mr. POLLOCK, after making one or two re- 
marks on the bill, not heard at the reporter’s desk, | 
moved to commit the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. McCLELLAND made an urgent appeal to 
the House to put the bill on its passage, it being 
a matter of great importance to New York and to 
many or all of the other States, and moved the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and, under 
its operation, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
and, being engrossed, was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. SIMPSON, from the same committee, re- 
_— a bill for the relief of Charles B. Cluskey. 

Read and committed. 

Mr. BINGHAM, from the same committee, re- 

— a bill to annex that part of the State of 
ndiana bordering on Lake Michigan to the Chi- 
cago collection district. 

The bill was read three times and passed, and 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been referred House 
bill to cede to the State of Alabama the public lands 
lying within the limits of said State for purposes 
of education, reported the same back to the House 
without amendment. Laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred Senate bill to confirm to the legal 
representatives of Joseph Dutailles the location of 
a certain New Madrid certificate, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment. 

The bill was read a third time and passed, and 
returned to the Senate, 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred Senate bill to revive an act authoriz- 
ing certain soldiers in the late war with Great Brit- 
ain to surrender the bounty lands drawn by them 
and to locate others in lieu thereof, reported the 
same back to the House with an amendment. 

The amendment was read and agreed to. 

Mr. C, explained the objects and provisions of 
the bill. 

It was then read a third time and passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred House bill in addition to an act for 
the relief of the inhabitants of the reserved town- 
ships in Gibson county, Indiana, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment. 

Mr. EMBREE explained the bill, and asked to 
have it put upon it passage. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and, 
| being engrossed, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved that when the House ad- 
, journs, it adjourn to meet to-morrow morning, at | 
ten o’clock. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the motion | 
by adding, ‘‘and that all the standing committees | 
of the House be discharged from all business re- 
|| ferred to them.” 

The question was stated on agreeing thereto; 
when— 
On motion of Mr. STUART, of Michigan, Mr. 
Goecin’s motion was laid on the table. 

1] CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

' On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the chair,) - 
and resumed the consideration of the civil and dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill. 


ADDITIONAL CLERKS. 


| | 


|| ‘The amendment pending when the committee | 
|| rose yesterday was that of Mr. Jones, of Tennes- 
|| see, to the amendment of Mr. Rockwe tt, of Con- | 
|| necticut, to strike out thirteen and insert fifteen; so 
|| that it would read “for fifteen additional clerks,” 
|, &e. 
| The question was put, and the amendment to 
|| the amendment was rejected. 

| Mr. HOLMES, of New York, moved to add to 





|| Provided, That such extra clerks shall not be employed or 
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authorized until General Lewis Cass shall have repaid to 
the treasury of the United States cighty per cent. of the 
extra allowances made to and received by him from the 
treasury of the United States. 





Ruled out of order. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
moved yesterday by Mr. Rocxwext, of Connecti- 
cut, authorizing the employment of thirteen extra 
clerks in the office of the Second Auditor, and it 
was agreed to—ayes 7], noes 4]. 

Mr. VINTON moved to add to the item pro 
viding for the Third Auditor’s office, ‘‘ For com- 
pensation of six additional clerks in said office for 
one year, two at $1,200 per annum each, and four 
at $1,000 per annum each, $6,400."" Agreed to. 

Mr VINTON moved to add to the item for 
providing for the Fourth Auditor’s office, ‘ For 
compensation of two clerks in said office, at 
$1,000 per annum each, under the act of " 
1845, $2,000.”’ Agreed to. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to add to the end of the 
item providing for the Treasurer's office a pro- 
vision reducing the salary of the assistant treas- 
urer at New York from four thousand to three 
thousand dollars from and after July 1, 1848. 

Mr. SAWYER said he made this motion in 
good faith. This bill was right in itself in reducing 
the salaries of certain officers. They ought to be 
reduced. But why the salary of the Treasurer of 
the United States should be reduced when the 
assistant treasurer residing at New York was paid 
$4,000, he was unable to discover. The duties 
and expenses of the assistant treasurer at New 
York were no greater than those of the Treasurer 
here. The work of reduction had commenced, 
and he desired to see it go on in the same ratio. 
He had taken some pains to examine the Blue 
Book, and he should offer other amendments when 
this was disposed of, for he gave his hearty assent 
to the work of reduction in the salaries of public 
officers. It might be that he did not know what 
he was about. If this were so, he wished to be 
set right. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON suggested to his colleague that 
the salary of the assistant treasurer at New York 
was provided for on page 24 of the bill. 

Mr. SAWYER was aware of that; but there 
was no provision made there for the reduction of 
the salary. He had examined every line of the 
bill, and he was aware of its provisions. He could 
not withdraw his amendment until that portion of 
the bill was reached, but he had no objection to 
have it transferred. 

By general consent, the amendment to which the 
committee had agreed was transferred to the 24th 
rage. ' 

Mr. COLLINS moved to amend the item pro- 
viding for the office of the Register of the Treasury, 
by reducing the sum from $28,300 to $28,100, so 
as to reduce the salary of the principal clerk in the 
Stock Bureau from $1,400 per annum to $1,200 
per annum. 

Mr. COLLINS explained. He observed that 
in February a resolve passed the House, calling on 
the Secretary of the Treasury to give the House 
information respecting the number and compensa- 
tion of the clerks in his department. The call was 
referred by the Secretary to his subordinates, and 
among others to the Register of the Treasury. 
This officer made a report to the Secretary, which 
the Secretary returned to the House. 

Mr. C. would call the attention of the commit- 
tee to that letter, as published in the documents of 
the House. In the original letter transmitted by 
the Secretary, attached to the item for the salary 
of the principal clerk engaged upon stocks was the 
following: ‘* Submitted $1,600: see note.”” The 
note stated that the salary of that clerk had been 
heretofore $1,400, but it was submitted to increase 
itto $1,600. Now, the factto which Mr. C. wished 
to call the notice of the committee was, that the 
letter of the Secretary as recorded, did not contain 
a word of this. Here, then, was obviously an in- 
terpolation in the Secretary’s letter, over the name 
of the Register of the Treasury—placed there 

| without any authority. It was intended for the 
benefit of this principal clerk in the Stock Bureau. 
He did not say it had been made by him, but he 
, was the party to be benefited if the ** submitted’’ 
item had been adopted. Mr. C., therefore, moved 
to amend the bill by reducing the salary of that 
| clerk from $1,400 to $1,200. 
| Mr. C. had been credibly informed that the 
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salary had been originally $1,200, and that the 
duty of the place was not more arduous than 
that usually discharged by an eight-hundred-dollar 
clerk; but by some contrivance, of which Mr. C. 
was ignorant, it had in some way been raised to | 
41,400, and now the House had a sample of the | 
means in this interpolated note. It was plain there 
had been culpable eonduct somewhere. 

The amendment was adopted nem. con. 

Mr. VINTON moved to add to the item pro- | 
viding for the General Land Office, ‘* For compen- 
sation of eight clerks in said office for one year at 
$1,000 per annum each, $5,000.”’ 

Mr. CUMMINS moved to increase the sum,| 
to $8,800. ‘These clerks were needed not for gen- 
eral, but fur specific duties. He went into an ex- | 
planation of the grounds of his amendment, and | 
stated the number of clerks employed upon the | 
mineral lands, and those upon the military bounty 
lands. ‘I'he business respecting the mineral lands 
had been transferred to the Land Office proper, 
and two additional clerks would be needed there 
on that account. And in regard to the military 
bounty lands, there was not now one clerk of the 
regular number to register warrants or issue the 
patents for the land. The great number of war- 
rants rendered this a very arduous service, A 
letter was read from the Land Commissioner. 

Mr. ©.’s amendment was rejected, and that | 
offered by Mr. Vinron adopted. 

Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL moved an amendment | 
for three additional clerks in the Comptroller’s | 
office. He argued in support of the amendment | 
that it was necessary there should be a certain | 
proportion between the force in the Comptroller’s 
oflice and that of the Second Auditor. 

Mr. FICKLIN moved to strike out three and | 
insert two. And along discussion ensued, which | 
resulted in the rejection of the amendment. 

Mr. VIN'TON moved to insert an item of $ 
for the rent of additional rooms for clerks attached 
to the Treasury Department. A letter was read | 
from the Seeretary of the Treasury, stating the | 
whole number of clerks in his employ, and the | 
several rooms of the Treasury Building in which 
they were now distributed, representing that they 
were very much crowded, and that many rooms 
m the basement, so dark and damp as to require 
fires all the summer long, had been converted into 
offices and were now occupied by clerks. He then 
described the new building recently erected by W. 
W. Corcoran, and gave a list of the rooms it con- | 
tained, and the sum asked by the proprietors for 
the use of the whole, including a fire-proof vault. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to amend 
by adding a proviso that the Secretary should not 
pay more rent for this building than at the rate of 
S60 per room. If the sum in the amendment was 
allowed, the rooms would average $90 per year. 
‘The rooms were not fire-proof, though the vault 
was. Hle beheved 990 a piece for mere naked 
rooms, without an arucle of furniture, was more 
than the Government had ever paid yet. For his 
own part, he did not think new rooms necessary ; 
but, at all events, $90 was too large a rent. Mr. 
H. withdrew his amendment, and— 

Mr. POLLOCK offered another, to enable Mr. | 
Vinton to make an explanation. 

Mr. VINTON said that the department had 
originally estimated the sum necessary to procure 
these apartments at $2,500, but had afterwards 
written to the Committee of Ways and Means 
stating that they could not be got for less than 
$3,500. ‘The amendment he had offered did not | 
specify what rooms the Secretary was to have; it 
merely allowed him a certain sum for office-rent, 
ani left it to him to obtain such rooms as suited 
hun. The House of Representatives could not go 
into regulating the rent of rooms. The Secretary 
was trusted to make contracts involving millions, 
and certainly a litte matter like this might be left 
to his discretion, 

Mr. WHITE wanted to know whether the 
contract with Mr. Corcoran extended for longer 
than one year? 

Mr. VINTON said there was no contract. 

Mr. HOUSTON asked whether a portion of the | 
clerks did not already occupy these rooms, or 
some of them? 

A letter from the Secretary was read in expla- | 
nation. 











ury, but he insisted it was the duty of the Secre- 
tary to have submitted to the House before now a 
plan and estimates for the completion of all the 
public buildings. He held it entirely improper 
that this Government should be a renter; nor was it 
right that individuals should be encouraged to put 
up a private building with the understanding that 
it was to be rented by the Government. The whole 
system was wrong. Government was abundantly 
able to put up butidings for itself. Let the public 
buildings be completed. Whether they were to 
be carried out in the same magnificent style of ex- 
pensive decoration, he would not say. If not, let 
the plan be reduced; but let the Government not be 
dependent on individuals for room to conduct its 
business, 

Mr. VINTON said the arrangement was not a 
permanent one. ‘The appropriation for rent was 
only for the present year. 

Mr. STANTON knew that. But the new build- 
ing had been erected with an understanding, and 
he presumed it would continue to be occupied on 
public account until Mr. William W. Corcoran 
had realized some fifteen or twenty per cent. on 
his outlay. 

Mr. VINTON reminded Mr. Stanton that the 
rooms now occupied in the Treasury Building cost 
the Government on an average over five hundred 
dollars apiece annually. 

Mr. STANTON. Yes; buta great part of that 
expense was to be charged on the magnificent col- 
onnades and costly decorations of the building. 
The Government could build a fire-proof building 
that would accommodate its clerks as cheaply as 
individuals could. It was necessary to employ a 
watchman there night and day. By doing this, 


Government would become the insurer of the build- 
ing. 


Mr. McLANE renewed the pro forma amend- , 


ment, and then observed that he considered it very 
unwise, very unsafe, and very unsatisfactory to 
have the Government dependent for its accommo- 
dation on hiring private houses. The character of 
the Government demanded that it should be ac- 
commodated in buildings of its own. But, in the 
absence of such, and under the necessity of this 


case, he thought it strange the gentleman from | 


Tennessee (Mr. Stanton] should oppose this 
amendment. 


Mr. STANTON disclaimed any intention to op- | 
He had merely pressed the duty of com- | 


pose it. 
pleting the public buildings. 

Mr. McLANE reminded him that there was 
already a recommendation from the department 


for that object. But, meanwhile,-all the depart- | 


ments had been in the habit of hiring. The Pen- 
sion Office, the Pay Office, the Topographical 
Engineer Office, the Coast Survey Office, were all 
in private buildings. Was it for that House to go 
into a question of rent? 

Mr. STANTON inquired whether, in the cases 
referred to, buildings had been erected with the 
express understanding that they were to be occu- 
pied by the Government? 

Mr. McLANE did not know, nor did he know 
anything about this new building—whether there 
was an understanding or not, whether it was now 
occupied or not, nor even who owned it; but this 
he knew, that the department greatly needed more 
room. The House surely ought to repose some 
confidence in our public officers. 

Mr. NICOLL advocated the amendment. The 
want was admitted by all; and he did not think 
the rent demanded for spacious and commodious 
rooms like those in the new building was exorbi- 
tant. The price paid for small rooms, in compar- 


atively poor houses, in isolated positions, formed | 
no rule to judge of the rent of rooms like these, | 
all contiguous to each other and under one roof, | 


The convenience of the department would be great- 
ly promoted by this latter circumstance. Capital- 


ists were shy of investing their money in buildings || 


here on account of the uncertainty that the city 
would be permanently the seat of Government. 
os thought the sum asked was not more than 
air. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved to cut down 
the sum by one thousand dollars. He thought 
that the clerks were very comfortably accommo- 
dated where they were in the Treasury Building. 


He was willing, however, as the number of clerks | 


Mr. STANTON, on a pro forma motion to re- || was to be increased, that additional room should 


duce the amount, went on to observe that he had || 
oe : 
no doubt additional room was needed at the Treas- || 


be provided, but the sum ought to be reduced. 
After some further conversation, and the reading 
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of another letter from the Secretary, 
ment of Mr. Hau was rejected 
by Mr. Vinton adopted. 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment increasine 
the number of additional clerks in the Pension 
Office, engaged on bounty land business, from ‘ 
to twenty-seven, and to increase the appropri 
correspondingly. 

Mr. V. caused to be read a letter from the Com. 
missioner of Pensions, showing the necessity for 
the increase proposed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PUTNAM moved an amendment to increase 
the salary of the Commissioner of Pensions to 
$3,000. 

Mr. P. briefly urged the justice of the increase 
to the salary formerly received by this officer, oy 
account of hia very arduous duties, exceeding per. 
haps those performed by any other officer, ~ 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out the item « fy, 
rent of houses occupied by the Pension Office, 
9600."’ Agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved to increase the amount 
appropriated for temporary clerks in the Adjutant 
General’s office from $1,000 to $2,000. It was 
agreed to. 

Also, for three extra clerks in the office of the 
Commissary General of Subsistence for one year, 
at $1,000 each, $3,000. Agreed to. 

Also, for extra clerk hire in the Quartermaster 
General’s office, $5,000. [A letter was read from 
General Jesup, showing the necessity of this 
amendment.] Agreed to. 

Also, for rent of additional offices and fuel for 
War Department, $8,500. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired, before they went on 
voting thousands for rent to be paid to speculators 
upon the Government, to know how it was that 
this building had been put up; how it happened 
that individuals had gone on and put up an exten- 
sive building, expressly fitted for this purpose, to 
be rented to the War Department? Was it by 
any private understanding with the department? 
| He thought the Government should erect the build- 

| Ings it needed. He would ratify no such side-way 
private bargains with favorites of the department 
and speculators. 

Mr. VINTON explained during the time allot- 
ted by the rule, and, the time having expired, was 
allowed by general consent to conclude. He stated 
that the Lccement had recommended an appro- 
| priation of $10,500, but the Committee of Ways 
_and Means proposed to reduce it to $8,500; that 

the Government, in its various departments, now 
rented various rooms for the use of the Engineer 
department, Pension office, &c., (for which the 
| War Department now paid $4,150.) The build- 
| ings now rented were unsafe, as exposed to fire, 
and the object of this building, which was fire- 
proof, was to concentrate all these scattered offices 
into one safe building. He referred to fires which 
_ had occurred in previous years in the Post Office 
Department, Patent Office, Treasury Department, 
War Department, with the consequent enormous 
and irreparable losses to the Government, and said 
| here was an opportunity to get the public papers 
into fire-proof buildings. He agreed with his col- 
league that the Government should put up its own 
- fire-proof buildings, but it was not the duty of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to originate meas- 
ures directed to this object. tas 

Mr. WHITE inquired if there was anything in 
the correspondence which showed how long this 
building was to be occupied, and whether indefi- 
nitely? 

Mr. VINTON said there was no contract, or 
anything that showed that they would be occupied 
any longer than the Secretary of War considered 
necessary. This individual, knowing that the 
Government was renting buildings all around, be- 
fore he erected this building, had written to the 
Secretary of War, proposing to put up a fire- roof 
building, and to rent it for $175 per room, and find 
fuel; the Secretary of War replied that he had no 
authority to make any contract to extend beyond 

his term of office, but that the department wanted 
| rooms, and while he continued at the head of the 
department he should rent these fire-proof rooms. 

Mr. BARRINGER inquired how much rent 
was paid by the Government in its various depart- 
ments? According to his estimate, it was about 
|, four times as much as had been paid heretofore. 
| Mr. VENTON said the Secretary of the Treas- 
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ury estimated that the rent of the necessary rooms 
ty aecomm odate his: clerks would be $3,500. 

Mr. BARRINGER. That, with the sum pro- 
yosed by the War Department, makes upwards 
of $12,000. : 

Some further conversation ensued. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to increase the 
cum to $10,500. Although the correspondence 
showed no actual contract, he had always under- 
stood that there was a sort of agreement between 
the Secretary of War and the highly-respectable 
gentleman—Mr. Winder, of Philadel phia—who 
had erected this building. He instanced the recent 








destruction by fire of the maps and charts in rela- | 
tion to the northeastern boundary, in the office of | 
Major Graham, and urged the propriety and im- | 
vartance of this amendment, in order to secure the 


public documents. 
Mr. InceRSOLL’s amendment to the amendment 
was rejected. 


Mr. HUDSON (on an amendment moved and | 


withdrawn) explained the action of the sub-com- 


mittee of the Committee of Ways and Means, of || 


which sub-committee he was a member. In an 
interview with Mr. Winder, that gentleman had 


represented that the cost of the building would be | 
«100,000 to $125,000; but the inference he (Mr. | 
H.) had drawn was, that it would not be over || 
There were 125 rooms in the building, | 
of which the War Department proposed to occupy | 
but 60, or not quite one-half; and for this half the | 


$100,000. 


department asked an appropriation of $10,500; but 


he thought it should be reduced to $6,000, which, | 
for this one-half of the building, would be at least | 


ten per cent. on the cost of the building. 


Mr. BAYLY (speaking in like manner) correct- || 
ed the statement of Mr. Hupson, and said he had | 


received information from Mr. Winder that, the 
erection of the buildings being more expensive 
here than in Philadelphia, the cost of this would 
probably be $125,000 to $130,000. He argued that 


the Government should not regulate the amount || 


of rent it would pay on the basis of occupying but 
one-half of the building, for it would be unsafe 


and impolitic in every respect to deposit the public | 
papers where private individuals, speculators, &c., |, 


occupied the alternate rooms. 

Mr. HUDSON said, that Mr. Winder calculated 
that the other departments would want the other 
rooms, 


Mr. BAYLY replied, that the Secretaries of the 


Navy and Treasury were not willing to take the | 
number they had given encouragement they would | 


do, and argued that a fair rent of the building 
should be given. 

Mr. DUER moved to reduce the amount to 
$7,000. Rejected. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to make the sum $6,000, 
for the purpose of explanation. He spoke through 


his five minutes, and then called for tellers on his | 


amendment; but they were not ordered. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WHITE submitted an amendment to pro- 
vide that the adoption of this provision should not 
be a pledge or guarantee on the part of this Gov- 
ernment to retain these buildings after the appro- 
priation shall have been exhausted. 

Mr. VINTON said there was no objection to 
that, and it was therefore accepted. 

_Mr. G.S. HOUSTON made a pro forma mo- 
tion, on which he made some explanatory observa- 
tions, 

Mr. RUMSEY offered an amendment to appro- 
priate $125,000, to be expended under the direction 
of the Secretaries of the War and Navy Depart- 
ments, for the erection of suitable buildings for the 
use of those departments. 

After some conversation, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

Several other amendments were proposed and 
rejected, and the amendment of Mr. Vinton was 
then agreed to. 


THE NAVAL BUREAUS. 


The committee then proceeded to the consider- 
ation of the items under the head of Navy De- 
partment. 

Mr. SAWYER proposed to amend by reducing 
the salary of the chief of the Bureau of Navy 
Yards and Docks from $3,500 to $3,000. 

Mr. VINTON explained, that the head of that 

reau was a post captain in the navy, and his 
salary was fixed by the act of 1842, which limited 
the number of navy officers. 
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priation by $1,000, for an additional clerk, which 
was found absolutely necessary. 

Mr. STRONG made a pro forma motion that he 
might ask if in the navy appropriation bill there 
was not an appropriation for all post captains, in- 
cluding the chief of this bureau; and if that were 
so, whether, by appropriating the sum of $3,500 
for his salary here, they did not in effect give him 
a double salary, one as post captain in the navy, 
and one as the chief of this bureau? He asked for 
information. 

Mr. SCHENCK replied that the head of this 
bureau received pay but once. He received the 
pay to which he was entitled as a post captain, 
which amounted to $3,497 63, for all his service. 

Mr. STRONG, then, did not understand why 
by this bill they should be asked to make com- 
pensation to him as chief of this bureau, when he 
was already compeneated by the navy bill. 

Mr. VINTON said the general estimates for the 
naval service were sent in; for, as a matter of 
course, this officer could be removed from his 
present position at any moment, and in such an, 
event he would have to be paid as a post captain 
in the naval service. But it was provided by taw 
that while he was at the head of this bureau he 
could only receive pay as its chief, and not his 
salary as a post captain. He could not be paid 
Mr. SAWYER. What law? || twice, and if he should remain in this bureau, his 

Mr. KING. The law of 1842; and it provided | pay as a post captain would go to and form part 
that they should receive simply the salary of such || of the unexpended balances for the year. 
officers; and it prevented the necessity of appoint- = =Mr. STRONG wished distinctly to understand 
ing and paying new officers. It was supposed, too, | if his pay as a post captain was suspended? 
that these naval officers would be better acquainted | Mr. VINTON. Certainly. 
|| with the duties of these bureaus than civilians, and Mr. STRONG withdrew his amendment. 

therefore efficiency was secured as wellaseconomy. || Mr. VINTON again entered into an explana- 
He had excepted the Bureau of Construction, which || tion to show the necessity of the increase of the 
it was supposed, when the law of 1842 passed, | appropriation by the amount which he had pro- 
would be better filled by a naval constructor, and || posed. 
| therefore the salary of that officer was fixed at The amendment was then adopted. 
$3,000, without reference to the pay of acaptain|| Mr.SAWYER said he had several other amend - 
/onduty. ‘That was the reason of the variation, || ments to offer, but he would not offer them in vio- 
| He hoped, therefore, that no change would take |, lation of the express will of the committee. 
place in this provision, fixing the pay of the head || Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to amend the 
of this bureau, for he was simply appointed at the | item providing for the payment of the chief of the 
| discretion and pleasure of the Secretary of the || Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and Repairs, 
Navy; and when he left that bureau he will be | 80 as to give him the same pay that he would re- 
liable to be called to other duty, at the same amount | ceive if he were employed in other duties. It had 
per annum. | been thought that it would promote the good of the 
The gentleman from Ohio was in error if he | service by having a navy captain at the head of 
supposed that these captains took these bureaus | this bureau, the duties of which were more ar- 
from choice. They did no such thing; but they | duous than those of any other department in the 
took them because they were ordered there; and || navy. It was not supposed to be necessary to 
it was a principle in the naval service that no officer | have a navy captain at the head of this bureau 
could decline any duty to which he had been or- | when the law of 1842 was passed; but it had since 
dered, without risking the danger of losing his || been deemed wise and proper to place a captain at 
commission and being struck from the roll of offi- || the head of the bureau, with the pay of the heads 
cers. | of other bureaus. 
Mr. SAWYER thought he understood this| Mr. SAWYER inquired how much he got. 
matter quite as well as the gentleman from Georgia || Mr. KING — $3,000. 
did; but he begged to ask the gentleman how many || Mr. SAWYER. And what do you propose to 
post captains there were by law, and if the num- |) give? . 
ber could not be conveniently curtailed? Healso'| Mr. KING. The same as he would receive if 
_ wished to know if the number was complete with- || he were atsea. The head of this bureau is a very 
| out the chief of this bureau ? meritorious officer. The steps which he has taken, 
| Mr. KING replied that there were sixty-seven || with the permission of the Secretary of the Navy, 
post captains authorized by law, and they did || in the promotion of reforms, will reduce the cost 
| not exceed that number. That was the num- |) of constructing our ships one-third or one-fourth. 
| ber fixed by the law of 1842, which limited the || He (Commodore Skinner) held a most responsible 
‘naval service. The heads of these bureaus were | position. ‘There was more money expended in his 
| part of those sixty-seven, and were liable to be re- | department than nearly any other, and his econom- 
/moved at any time; they only remained there | ical reforms would save hundreds.of thousands of 
because they were ordered there. | dollars, when the business of his department went 

Mr. SCHENCK made a pro forma motion, that | to any reasonable extent, even in one year. fe 
he might make some explanations. He said if this || hoped the committee would place the head of that 
amendment should prevail, the effect would be | bureau on the same scale of emoluments lich 
that these post captains would seek other service, || others received, who had less arduous duties to 
such as the commands of navy-yards, where they || discharge, as commandants of navy-yards,&c. He 
would get their $3,500 per annum, and thesé bu- || had already explained the reason why he had not 
reaus would have to be intrusted to civilians, ata || the same emolument at this time. It was not con- 
salary of $3,000, and thus the country would lose || templated in 1842 to place a navy captain there; 
but it had been found that the craft were not will- 
ing to introduce reforms in the expenditures for 
labor and materials, especially the labor of con- 
tains? He should be glad to see them reduced toa | structing our ships, which had been found advisa- 
dozen. || ble in other service, and therefore became necessary 

Some further explanations were made by Messrs. || in ours. It was not necessary that the head of this 
SAW YER,SCHENCK,and VINTON, and then || bureau should be an accomplished naval construct- 
| the amendment was rejected. 'er. He required some knowledge of the expendi- 

Mr. VINTON, by direction of the Committee | ture of money and of labor, but not of making 
of Ways and Means, moved to strike out ‘ten’’ || models, or of the particular manner of applying 
and insert ‘‘eleven’’ in the item of $10,400 for sal- || that labor. = 
‘aries of civil engineer, draughtsman, clerk, and || Mr. SAWYER said these facts satisfied him 
| messenger. The object was to increase the appro- |) that the head of this bureau should be a civilian, 


Mr. SAWYER replied, that Congress had the 
right to fix the salary of this and all other officers; 
and the captain who was at the head of the bureau 
could refuse to take the office if it gave him less 
salary than he obtained at sea. He had, however, 
resigned the situation of post captain for an easier 
one here, which he doubted not could be filled at 
$3,000 per annum. 

Mr. HUDSON said the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio would incur an additional ex- 
pense, rather than effect a saving; for, if the 
present chief of this bureau should retire, he would 
receive $3,500, the pay of a post captain, and they 
would get a civilian at the head of this bureau, at 
an annual charge of $3,000. They would there- 
fore be throwing a large amount away. 

Mr. SAWYER inquired if this chief of the 
bureau would necessarily return to the rank of 
post captain ? 

[Several voices answered, Certainly. ] 

Mr. SAWYER said he had no interest in this 
but the public good, and he saw no reason why 
one officer should be reduced and another kept on 
at a large salary. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, having made a pro forma 
motion to amend, said the law provided that the 
heads of these bureaus should be captains in the 
naval service, except the Bureau of Construction. 











000. 
Mr. SAWYER inquired if it was absolutely ne- | 
cessary that there should be sixty-seven post cap- 
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» » tt 
who would be ten times better than an officer of 


the navy, who had spent his time on shipboard, 
and who possessed no mechanical genius. He did 
not approve of this plan of making provision for 
old dilapidated officers, and he believed they should 
save money for the Government if they put these 
old, superannuated ofiicers on half-pay and turned 
them adrift. In this office they should have a reg- 
ular ship-builder, and not one who knew nothing 
about mechanical construction. 

Mr. FARAN moved that the committee rise. 
Lost 

The question was then taken on Mr. Kuwne’s 
amendment, by tellers, and the vote was 62 in the 
aflirmative, and 50 in the negative, being less than 
a quorum. 

Mr. VINTON asked for another count, for he 

satisfied there was a quorum present, 

ries of ** No; eall the roll.’’} 

The motion to rise was renewed, and again re- 
jected. 

The tellers (Messrs. Venance and Furton) 
again took the vote on the amendment, and they 
reported 51 in the affirmative, and 51 in the nega- 
live 

‘The CHAIRMAN voted in the negative, and 
then directed the Clerk to call the roll. 

The roll was called accordingly, and the names 
of the absentees were reported to the House, to be 
entered upon the Journal. 

The House having again cone into committee— 

Mr. POLLOCK moved that the committee rise. 
Lost. 

‘The question then recurred on the amendment, 
and again it was found that no quorum voted. 

Mr. VINTON called upon the committee to 
rise, and he hoped the names of the absentees 
would be published in the morning newspapers. 

The committee rose, and reported progress, 

Mr. VIN'TON then moved a call of the House. 

A motion to adjourn was made in several quar- 
ters, and on that motion the yeas and nays were 
called for and ordered, and being taken, resulted 
thus: Yeas 57, nays 79. 


Mr. SAWYER asked leave to offer the follow- | 


ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the names of such members as are found 
absent on a call of the roll at any time, be published the 
next ensuing day in the Union and National Intelligencer 
newspapers, 

Objected to, and not received. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

A motion to adjourn was again made, and again 
rejected by yeas and nays: Yeas 63, nays 73. 

Mr. BOWDON rose to a privileged question. 
He said he had observed, by reference to the 


Journal of yesterday, that his name was errone- | 


ously recorded in the affirmative on agreeing to 
the second resolution reported by the Committee 
on Commerce, on the subject of harbor and river 
improvement. He had voted in the negative. 

The Journal was ordered to be so corrected. 

The question was then put on the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and it was rejected. 


A CALL OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. VINTON moved a call of the House. 

A motion to adjourn was again made, on which 
the yeas and nays stood: Yeas 59, nays 69. 

The question was now put on ordering a call of 
the Hlouse, and it was agreed to. 

The roll was accordingly called, and 136 mem- 
bers answered to their names. 

The names of the absent members were then 
called, and 142 answered in all. 

The doors of the Hall were then closed. 


Mr. CABELL moved to dispense with further 


roceedings in the call. Lost. 


Mr. McK AY said he was unwell, and he hoped 


the House would excuse him for the remainder of 
the day. 

Mr. VINTON moved to excuse Mr. McKay. 
Agreed to. 

The call of the roll was continued. 

When the name of Mr. Bringes was called— 

Mr. LORD moved to excuse him. Agreed to. 

Messrs. Bur_er and Barrow were excused for 
reasons assigned, 

Mr. HUDSON moved, at five o’clock, to sus- 
pend further proceedings in the call, Rejected. 

Mr. GREEN moved to excuse Mr. Jameson. 
Agreed w. 
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Mr. THOMPSON, of lowa, moved to excuse | 
his colleague, Mr. Lerrier, who was absent from 
the city. Agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to excuse his colleague, 
Mr. McDowe t, stating as his reason that Mr. 
McD. had been in the House until late in the day, 
and he left the House ina state of great exhaustion. 
Not excused, 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved to excuse Mr. Mur- 
PHy, on account of indisposition. Agreed to. 

Messrs. Mecitvatne, Ness, and Rospinson were | 
severally excused for reasons assigned. 

Mr. HUNT moved to excuse Mr, Sr. Joun, 
who was in the city of New York on business of 
very great importance. Disagreed to. 

Mr. Wivtiams was excused on account of indis- 
position, 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved that the Sergeant- 
at-arms be sent for the absentees. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to dispense 
with the further proceedings of the call. Lost. 

Mr. MILLER moved, at ten minutes after five 
o’clock, to adjourn. Lost, 

The question was put on the motion to send the 
Sergeant-at-arims after absentees, and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BOWDON asked to be excused from fur- 
ther attendance this day. Not granted. 

A motion was again made to adjourn, and again 
rejected. i 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to suspend fur- 
ther proceedings in the call. Many of the mem- 
bers had left the House after the roll was first called. 
He hoped the call would be suspended and renewed 
de novo. If the call were persisted in, it would be 
putting in the pockets of the Sergeant-at-arms 
some one or two hundred dollars, which would 
come out of the contingent fund of the House. 

The yeas and nays were demanded and taken 
on suspending the call, and resulted: Yeas 48, 
nays 65. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired of the Chair 
how many members had left the House since the 
call was commenced ? 

‘The SPEAKER replied about twenty- 

Messrs. Frencu and Farrewiy were severally 
excused at their own request. 

Mr. Burancuarp was also excused on account 
of ill health. 

Hlere the Sergeant-at-arms entered the Hall 
with Messrs. Laum, Epwaros, and Daruine. 

The SPEAKER. Samvuet Laum, you have 
been absent from the House, without its leave || 
and contrary to its order; if you have anything to 
say, you will now be heard. ‘ 

Mr. LAHM said: Mr. Speaker, called upon, 
as | am,to render an excuse for my absence at 
the call of the roll, | state to you and the members 
of this House, that since the commencement of the | 
present session of Congress, it has been my prac- 
tice to be always present in my seat and attentive 
to my duty. An examination of the Journal will 
show that I have been absent at the calling of the 
yeas and nays as few times as any member of the 
House, and, with the exception of an absence of 
a few days in the spring on a visit to my family, 
the Journal will show that [ have not missed cer- 
tainly over half a dozen votes during the present 
session. Yesterday morning | was detained in 
my room a few minutes after the usual time of the 
meeting of the House, and when I entered the 
Hall | found the clerk calling the yeas and nays | 
on one of the resolutions on river and harbor im- 
provement, reported from the Committee on Com- i 
merce, for which I was exceedingly anxious to 
vote; but, my name having just been passed, I 
could not, and | am happy of having this oppor- 
tunity to make this statement. I believe it was 
the only vote I have missed fora number of days. 
Sir, | have sat here for over seven months, and 
for a large portion of the time was compelled to 
listen to discussions which to me were exceedingly 
uninteresting, and very frequently were not at all 
pertinent to the question before the House; and | 
when I was well satisfied that it was a useless 
waste of the time of the House, and a worse than | 
useless expenditure of the money of the people. | 
Sir, | came here this morning at the meeting of the 
House, and from that time until half-past three 
o'clock sat and listened to-discussions, a large part 
of which were by no means interesting to me. 
That being the hour for my dinner, and later than 
the usual hour of adjournment, | left, supposing 
the Hiouse would immediately adjourn. Sir, I be- | 





| well known that Mr. S. ha 
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| lieve I have faithfully discharged my duty to m 
constituents; I look to them fora justification 2 
| my course here. I have committed no offe; 


Ce 


against this House, and therefore have no eXcuse 


to offer it for anything that I have done. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved that Mr, Lany 
be admitted to his seat on payment of ‘ 
Agreed to. 

The same ceremony took place in regard ; 
Messrs. Epwarps, Gaines, and Darune, ai 
gave in excuses, and were severally admitted to 
their seats on the payment of the fees, 

At twenty minutes before six o’clock, a motion 
to adjourn was again made, and rejected, 

Mr. VINTON moved to excuse Mr. Cranstox 
who was present when the call commenced, and 
answered to his name. He afterwards left the 
Hall *‘ under great exhaustion.” : 

Mr. TOMPKINS inquired if Mr. Craystox 
had not been present nearly all day, and voted jn 
every instance during his presence against motions 
to adjourn? 

[Voices: * Certainly.’’] 

‘The House refused to excuse Mr. Cranstoy. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to excuse his 
colleague, [Mr. Srernens.} Mr. K. said it was 
been suffering from 
severe ill health during the session. 

Mr. Stepnens was excused. 

Mr. INGE moved an adjournment at a quarter 
before six o'clock. Rejected. 

The House, by a special vote, ordered the names 
of the members who answered to their names on 
the first call of the roll, and who had not subse- 
quently answered, to be read. These were about 
twenty in number. 

Mr. SAWYER said that the House had been 
in session nearly seven hours; it was very hot, 
and many members had not taken their dinner. 
Now, in order that those members who were 
hungry might go home and get their dinner, and 
something else “ needful”’ to cheer the inner man— 


fees, 


| a little of ‘* the critter’’—ne would move that the 


members who had been found absent without the 
leave and contrary to the rules of the House, be 
retained in the custody of the Sergeant-at-arms, 
and be brought in to-morrow morning to give their 
excuses and receive their sentences. 

Mr. ATKINSON made one or two remarks not 


| distinctly heard by the reporter. 


At six o’clock, a motion to adjourn was made, 
and was rejected. 

The question was then put on the motion made 
by Mr. Sawyer. It was decided by yeas and 
nays: Yeas 68, nays 47. 

So the House resolved that the absent members 
should be brought up to-morrow morning. 

The Sergeant-at-arms was then directed to bring 
in such members as he had in custody, and he ac- 
cordingly brought in Messrs. Kaurman and New- 
ALL, who were called upon by the Speaker for ex- 
cuses; giving none, they were admitted to their 


seats on the poze of fees. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL stated, that a highly 
respected member, (Governor McDowe t, of Vir- 
ginia, who was in a very bad state of health,) was 
among the absentees. He hoped, by unanimous 
consent, he would be excused. 

No objection being made, Mr. McDowet was 
accordingly excused. 

And then the House, ata quarter after six o’clock, 
adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Weopnespay, July 12, 1848. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitted in compliance with 
a resolution of the 25th of June last, calling for 
the proceedings of the court of inquiry convened 
at Saltillo, January 12, 1848, for the purpose of 
obtaining full information relative to an alleged 
mutiny at Buena Vista about the 15th August, 
1847. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
Finance, reported the amendments of the House 
to the amendment of the Senate to the Indian ap- 
propriation bill, with a recommendation that the 
Senate concar. ‘ 

After some conversation as to the propriety of 
amending the amendment of the House in the item 
for payment of the claims of the Cherokee In- 
dians— 





1848. 


Mr. ATHERTON moved that the Senate dis- 


federacy 


to this moment; and further, that she 
should be let alone. 


He stated that the Missouri 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


compromise had obtained its validity from the con- 


from Great Britain. 
He asserted it to be the duty of the United States 
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to protect the property of a slave-owner during the 


— 


cover his fugitive slave in any other than a par- 
ticular way. This, although sustained by the de- 


my agree with the House in its amendment, and insist sent of the States. Congress might enact laws on — transit from one State toanother. The resolutions 
' of on the amendment of the Senate, and asked for a the subject, or make compromises; but without of the States who favored abolition were adopted 
ire committee of conference; which motion was agreed — the consent of the States interested, they would — entirely with a view to obtaining additional politi 
™ to, and Messrs. Arnerton, Banger, and Atcni- . have no validity. cal power, and imposed on the South the strongest 
on were appointed on the part of the Senate. As to the introduction of slavery injo Oregon, no | obligation to rise in self-defence. He referred to 
HIM Mr. CLAYTON, on leave, introduced a joint southern Senator had ever asked it.‘ The fact that the fraternal feeling which induced the southern 
“es, resolution concerning the distribution of the stat- the slave is property, which its owner may carry States to make common cause with the North in 
ae ytes at large; which was read three times and with him into any part of the Union, was that the war of the Revolution. . The South had no 
‘} assed. aoe which they were desirous to see recognized. The especial cause of complaint; it was flourishing by 
” On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, clause in the Constitution relative to the regulation — its trade with Great Britain. But it was actuated 
to Ordered, That the Searetaty divece the public printers to of commerce was a constitutional admission that — by fraternal feeling and principle to take up arms; 
"a on x Se sane St ccomranbieel Weneiten bor Califor - slave is property. Itis because slaves are con- and now, was she to be asked to give up her do- 
wy) with strong colored paper. sidered Property that the importation of slaves mestic institutions? The South asked for no new 
oe Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Pensions, = —_ nae been carried on under the sanctton guarantee, no new security; but she desired that 
we ie bill for the relief of Judith Worthen: of ‘ vis clause en Constitution. Phe words the Constitution should be preserved from viola- 
the which was read a first time. ene ” a eee peepee. oe the ae |) See: en oa : , 
Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, sr 5 a conclusive on this point/ If the existence If the spirit of the Missouri compromise was to 
‘ON reported a bill from the House for the establish- . Cc ; a eee 7" admitted, what power be invoked, as was proposed by his friend from 
in seal ofa collection district in the State of New ~ ongress to cas rfere with ite He denied that Indiana, {[Mr. Bricurt,] he had a right to ask that 
ns York, at Whitehall, with an amendment substi- ene ae . ae ree n Congress, W hat the South should be placed on a basis of perma- 
tating another bill. ee enerattens showed by reference nent security, so that there may hereafter be no 
Mr BALDWIN, from the Committee on Claims, to = Constitution itself. Congress had no power | new agitation on the subject. He was willing to 
reported House bill for the relief of Elisha F. | to « ee of slavery, or to strip the | go far, as far as his principles would permit, to 
his Richards, with an amendment, accompanied by Tern 7 ‘th _ = a pO te Entering a | meet the North. But if nothing would satisfy the 
a a report. : erritory - 1 this property, the citizen has aright || North short of the destruction of this institution, 
mn Also, House bill for the relief of Lisur B. Can- — es By then was the time for dissolution come; but let us 
Geld. n the acquisition of territory, the condition of | separate peacefully, and with good feelings towards 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on Pri- s eee was not changed. The Government ac- , each other. Let not the battle-fields of our country 
i vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of quire no hew power over it, but stood merely in | be stained with the blood of brother fighting against 
foseph P. Williams: which was réad a first time. the omen of an agent for its protection. He | brother. He trusted the danger would pass away, 
4 "Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on — lepreciatingly of the persons who had as- and that this agitation would turn out to be noth- 
mm Public Lands, reported a bill to provide for the a in Oregon haat ge make laws for oy ing more than a temporary struggle between poli- 
se unpaid claims of the officers and soldiers of the ee eee fe ri re a eae, CL YTON 1 anid it Re 
ut Virginia State and Continental lines of the revo- | i teltic ae din ee oe Mr. CLA N rose and said It was very evi- 
jntionary army, with an amendment. a ee in morals, and in personal wealth, to dent that the speeches on the other side were rather 
- Cn mation of Mr. ATHERTON, the Genaic the population lying south of the Oregon bound- intended to exasperate than to conciliate the South. 
It,  aonsell ty sumntilien thie teal tea: nat tie. Velbidenad ary. a Wars eh TR | He viewed the amendments which had been offered 
- Leer ccs wlhik toe yor aid dj | As to the inviolability of the law which prevail- | as clashing with each other; but nothing had as 
“ claims on I panei _ een ered in ed ina Territory when acquired, he admitted that | yet transpired during this protracted debate to 
id Commiltee o o role » passed, until abrogated, the existing law or municipal regu- | show on what ground it was expected that Sena- 
= On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, lation must remain in force within the territory | tors could meet. ‘There had been no indication of 
imieel, Spat ine Domectenton Pe xinene be eeeraey itself. He denied that there was any power in | any sentiment by which the Senate could he guided 
" ot the Senate, Moriit’s tadex to the Wasiouil “fatelligencer Congress, or in the people of the Territory, to || to any result. He stated that the C€ ommittee on 
ye trom the years 1810 to 1820 inclusive. interrupt the slave system. He gave his views as Territories was now engaged in preparing a bill 
i Mr. BENTTON submitted the following amend- to the motives which induced Virginia to cede the _ relative to the new Territories; but as there were 
S ment, intended to be offered to the bill to carry into Northwestern Territory, which originated in a}) but four members on that committee, the work 
effect the treaty stipulations with Mexico, &c.: esc tc generous feeling on the part of the | went on slowly. He referred to the course by 
xt © fo ait caine atibhng WbGer Wile ett, exeeet Cidet Ghalty mother State. He regarded the course pursued by | which a compromise of the tariff question was 
aijudicated before the passage thereof, and for which certi- || the northern States in relation to fugitive slaves as | entered into, A committee was appointed, to 
5 ticates have already been issued, when any person or per- | an outrage on justice, and a violation of that prin- |) which the subject was referred, and the report 
usa han dn hose favo an award ha been or | ciple ofthe equality of the States which is guaran- | of that committee. conciliated both parties, and 
le part thereof, and shall, within eighty days from the passage | tied by the terms of that instrument. The owner | brought the question to a decision. He would 
d of this act, or from the date of said award, notify the Secre- | Of a slave, when he entered some of these States, | now desire to adopt a similar course. He moved 
tary of the Treasury of his, her, or their intention to contest | if he took his slave with him, was either exposed | that the subject be recommitted to a committee of 
. Pee ine Gant Sea's bande aeeace at | 12, the mortiication of secing his slave seduced | eight members, to be appointed by ballot, four to 
sufficient sceurity, to be approved by him, fer the payment | side, or seized and carried away by vio- || be selected from the North, and four from the 
° of cost and damages arising therefrom,—the amount so |. lence. d S f | South, and he would go further, and say, two 
> awarded, and the payment of which is contested as afore- || He went into many other views, which, from | from each party in the South, and two from each 
. said, shall be and remain in the treasury of the United indisposition, the reporter felt himself utterly un- in the Nortt 
> States, subject to the decision of the courts of the United || r ea y party in the Worth. , 

f. States thereon ; and it shall be the duty of the district attor- | able to report. , : If the report of that committee shall be that 
. ney to file a bill of interpleader on the equity side of the | ( He stated that if the opponents of slavery wish- | nothing can be effected at this session, let us do 
cireuls comrt.el tha AMataes of Coane Ox Saantiownes ed to emancipate the slaves, they were taking the || our ordinary business and go home. 

y ‘o awarded, In this bill the United States shall be com. || Wf0MS course. Slavery could not be abolished | Mr. FOOTE expressed his regret that the debate 
re plainants and all others defendants; and all parties shall without a long series of preliminary preparations; || had assumed the character it had. He had been 
s have the right to appeal from the decree of said court insaid || and during these preparations, great dangers would || ever ready to hail the tender of the olive branch 
ent 10 the supreme Court of the United States, as in other | menace the peace of the South, The most judi- || from the North whenever it was made. . And he 

is ‘ | clous course was to let the institution alone, and || rejoiced now that this offer had been again made, 
. Mr. TURN EY moved to reconsider the vote on | permit it to spread itself through the adjacent || and from the distinguished Senator from Delaware. 
me bill to increase the naval force of the United | States, so that it may assume a new and more lib- || He hoped it would be responded to in the same 
. mae e ' _. eral character. The practical and useful emanci- || spirit. But he would not pledge himself to cease, 
On motion of Mr. RUSK, the motion was laid | pation of the slave will not be the labor of one |, jn caseof a report from the committee that nothing 
on the table, _ generation. The slave must be made fit for his | could be effected at this session, from using every 
Mr. BADGER moved to proceed to the consid- freedom by education and discipline,and thus made || effort in his power to call the attention of the coun- 
eration of the bill further to carry into effect the unfit forslavery. And as soon as he becomes unfit | try to the subject. 
provisions and stipulations of the th article of the | for slavery, the master will no longer desire to hold Mr. FITZGERALD asked the Senator from 
f Florida treaty with respect to certain losses of | him asa slave. South Carolina to explain away an aspersion 
h Spanish subjects; which, having been agreed to, What sees been proposed by the oppo- | which he had—no doubt inadvertently—cast on 
r the bill was amended by Mr. WESTCOTT and | nents of slavery? What good have they done? | the State of Michigan on the subject of fugitive 
1 passed. | They have abducted slaves, but emancipated none. '| slaves, as it appeared in his printed speech. 
f OREGON BILL. | Do they expect to persuade the South togiveup || Mr. CALHOUN replied, by reiterating the 
| On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- | slavery? It is prnbery for the political advantage charge against Michigan in still stronger terms, 
’ ceeded to the consideration of the special order, | of the section in which the agitation against sla- || designating the course of that State, in reference 
being the bill to establish a Territorial Government | very Originates. The spirit of concession exhibited || to fugitive slaves, as the most outrageous that had 
in Oregon; when— | by the South had failed to produce a correspond- || ever been perpetrated. 
1 Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, addressed the Sen- | ing spirit in the North, The latter still conunued | Mr, CORWIN asked if the Supreme Court had 
2 ate. He commenced with a reference to the im- , to assail the South as influenced only by a desire | not decided that no State could pass any law on 
E portance of the bill, the twelfth section of which | to increase the slave power, and obtain still greater || the subject? 
, discourses abolition. He denied that there was _ political influence in the scale of States. | Mr. BUTLER replied, that the Supreme Court 
“ny intention to force slavery on Oregon. The | He insisted that the disorder and agitation which | had decided, by a bare majority, that a State can- 
f South only desired to show the ground on which | prevailed in the southern States, was not of do- | not pass a law in violation of any law of Congress. 
’ she has stood from the commencement of the Con-  mestic origin, but came from New England and | Pennsylvania made it a felony for a master to re- 
} 
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cision of a local court, was decided by the Supreme 
Court to be unconstituuonal. 

Mr. CALHOUN complained that a different 
construction had been placed on the law relative to 
ordinary fugitives from justice, and on that rela- 
tive to fugitive slaves. This showed that the power 
of the United States was too inadequate to secure 
equal justice throughout the whole of the Union. 

Mr. CORWIN referred to the course of Ohio, 
where a Jaw similar to that passed in Pennsylva- 
nia became a law in Ohio, in repealing the law as 
s00n as the Supreme Court had decided it to be 
unconsttutional. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the decision did not touch 
the ordinance of 1787; it was merely a decision 
under the Constitution. ‘The ordinance was a 
previous contract, which was not touched by the 
Constitution, 

Mr. CORWIWN replied that the language of the 
ordinance and that of the Constitution were nearly 
the same; that the Constitution adopted and reim- 
posed the obligations of the ordinance, and that 
the decision of the Supreme Court embraced both. 

Mr. BRIGHT asked if the mouon of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware was not to refer this bill and 
the subject of the Territories of California and 
New Mexico to acommittee of eight members. 

‘Mr. CLAYTON explained, that he only moved 
to recommit this bill and the various amendments. 

Mr. BRIGHT asked if it would afterwards be 
his intention to refer the bills relative to California 
and New Mexico to the same committee. 

Mr. BERRIEN expressed his belief that such 
might be hereafter the course pursued, but it was 
not meloded in the present motion. 

Mr. BRIGHT said he should be glad to have 
this debate arrested by a breath. ‘The Committee 
on Territories had been engaged in maturing bills 
for the new Territories, and he was happy to say 
with a fair prospect of reporting a bill in two or 
three days; but he hoped that if this bill should 
be referred to a special committee, the other bills 
would be sent there also. Such a committee would 
lay hold of the confidence of the country, and he 
hoped the question would now be taken. 

Mr. DICKINSON said this was the first speck 
of light we have had for some time, and he hoped 
the motion of the Senator from Delaware would 
orevail, 

Mr. HALE said he saw no speck of light at all. 
On the contrary, he believed that it would only 
make the mist thicker. He expressed his belief, 
that no committee of this Senate could effect any 
compromise which the people would ratify. This 
was a question in which the people were more likely 
to guide the Senate, than that the Senate would be 
able to guide the people. There could be no com- 
promise, He hoped the question would be taken 
on the amendments, and by yeas and nays. The 
sending out of the list of the vote would have a 
greater effect than any other document in ealight- 
ening the country. 

Mr. BUTLER said if this motion should pre- 
vail, the Committee on Territories would feel itself 
bound to suspend its action on the bills under con- 
sideration, unul the judgment of this special com- 
mittee should be expressed. He believed that the 
principle which would be introduced in this bill 
would govern every other territorial bill which 
might be brought before Congress. Although the 
Senator from New Hampshire might have courage 


to sport with the elements of danger by which the | 


Union itself might be overthrown, he (Mr. B.) 
had not the courage to sport with them. He be- 
leved it to be necessary that this question should 
be settled this session. 

Mr. HALE said he would be willing to vote 
now to give back to Mexico all the territory which 
we have obtained from her, and that would put an 


end to the question. Indemnity for the past, and || 


security for the future, was honor and glory 
enough. We can afford to say to Mexico, ** We 
give you back the land; it has harmed us more than 
you, it has only been a bone of contention to us.’”’ 

Mr. FOOTE made some remarks in reply. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he did not intend to refer 
the subjects of California and New Mexico to this 
committee. He wished the Committee on Territo- 
ries to go on with their work—waiting before they 
report, for the decision of the special committee 
or of the Senate. For the purpose of allaying the 
general excitement, and giving a chance for the 


settlement of the question, he had proposed his | 


motion for a select committee. 
& 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


Mr. HALE and Mr. FOOTE made mutual ex- 
planations. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he should vote for the 
motion of the Senator from Delaware. He never 
had any fear that the Senate would attach any 
Wilmot proviso to this bill; or, if it did, we have 
a Chief Magistrate at the other end of the avenue 


who would put a veto on it. He had no fear, | 


therefore, that the Senator from New Hamp- 


shire, or any of those who acted with him, would | 


be gratified. He hoped the Committee on Terri- 


tories would be discharged from the consideration | 


of the California and New Mexico bills, and that 
they would be referred to this select committee. 


Mr. NILES said, that while he gave the Senator |! 
from Delaware credit for good motives in making |! 


this motion, he could not see any good which could 
result from it. ‘To compromise, requires two par- 
ties; and here, both the compromise and they who 
propose it are on one side of the line. He thought 
the people must settle the thing, and that it will not 
be settled at this session. We may passa law, 


but the people will come here and, ask for its | 


repeal, 


Mr. BERRIEN urged the Senate to come to a | 
vote, without further debate. He could see noth- 


ing in the motion which could be objectionable to 
any party; and he hoped, that on the calm com- 
parison of opinions in the committee-room, some 
arrangement of a satisfactory character might be 
agreed on, 

-Mr. DOWNS spoke in favor of the proposition; 
and, after a few words from Mr. BALDWIN 


gainst the mouuon— 
fim. BRIGHT suggested a modification to the 
effect that the Committee on the ‘Territories be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of so much 
of the President’s message as relates to New Mex- 
ico, California, and Oregon, and that the same be 
referred to the select committee of eight. 
Mr. CLAYTON accepted the modification; and 
the question was then taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, Benton» | 


Bernen, Borland, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Clayton> 


Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, | 
Hannegan, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Lou- || 
isiana, Lewis, Mason, Metcalfe, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, | 


Turney, Underwood, Westcou, and Yulee—31. 


NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Clarke, Corwin, || 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dix, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, | 


Hamlin, Miller, Niles, Upham, and Walker—14. 


And at five p. m. the Senate adjourned in a state 
of exhaustion, after a continuous session of six 
hours. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 13, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
The SPEAKER announced that, agreeably to |, 


| the order of the House of last evening, the Ser- 
geant-at-arms had notified the absentees, and that 
he now reported the names of fifty-two members 
under arrest. 


Mr. HUDSON rose to a privileged question. It | 
was well known that by a vote of the House the | 


Sergeant-at-arms had been directed to bring the 
absentees before the House this morning. He had 
witnessed several such scenes, and his observation 
had convinced him that the arrests generally fell on 
the younger members. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and requested the 
gentleman to state his motion. 


' Mr. HUDSON would move to reconsider the || 


|, vote by which the Sergeant-at-arms had been or- 
|| dered to arrest the absentees. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion out of or- 
|der,as the order of the House had already been 
| executed. 

Mr. HUDSON moved, then, to dispense with 


any further proceeding in the call, and that those | 
gentlemen who had been fined have their fines || 


remitted. 


The SPEAKER stated that motion to be in || 


order. 


| Speaker that the motion was debatable, proceeded 


to say he wished to state, from his own observa- || 


tion, and he believed from the observation of all 
' the older members of this House, that every call 
of the House had been entirely abortive for good, 
and had operated with great injustice. Many gen- 
tlemen who were absent from the city at their 
| homes, attending to their own business for a great 


| 
Mr. HUDSON, having ascertained from the 


———— _ a 


i July 13, 


| part of the session, escaped the operation of the ¢, i 
/entirely. Some of the older members, who a 
present when their names were first called, respond. 
ed and then albsented themselves; and many tienes 
those who were most punctual in their attendance 
were the first and the principal examples the How . 
| made. i 
He wished that all further proceedings be dis 
| pensed with, and that the fines imposed yesterda ‘ 
be remitted. He believed, after the exaniples i 
_had made yesterday, and the admonitions done 
to members, that the only purpose why this call 
ever should be enforced had been answered: io 
an attendance would be secured in the House for 
the future, and that they had better devote their 
time this morning to the discharge of the public 
business than any further to continue the proceed. 
_ ing in the case, which operated very unjustly and 
eer 
Mr. SIMS professed equal feeling for the young 
| members with the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
but really they had some old sinners, such as hig 
friend from Philadelphia (Mr. C. J. Incersoyy 
and his colleague from the Barnwell district (Mr 
Ruerr]—the patriarchs, he might say, of the 
House—upon whom the further proceedings would 
operate. It was very far from the fact that the 
| young members would be caught this morning oy 
account of their inexperience. Those who were 
green in the matter would run into the door imme- 
diately, and many of them had suffered the pen- 
alty yesterday; but these older members were be- 
hind, to be dragged up to-day. He hoped the 
| proceedings would not be dispensed with. 

Mr. LAHM wished to say to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, that some of those who had 
come in yesterday had not done it because they 
were green atall. [Laughter.] ‘They were ready 
to stand and meet the case. [Renewed laughter. 

Mr. BOTTS moved the previous question—in 
order, he remarked, that they might get to the 

|, public business. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia 
being one of the gentlemen in custody of the Ser- 

| geant-at-arms, the Chair cannot recognize him. 
{Great laughter. } 
Mr. LINCOLN, remarking that he believed he 
was still a member, moved the previous question. 
The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
dispensing with further proceedings in the case, 
| and remitting the fines imposed yesterday. 
| The previous question was seconded, and the 
| Main question ordered. 
| Mr. VENABLE inquired of the Chair whether 
the gentlemen in custody were entitled to vote 
_upon this question? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that they are not entitled to vote. 

Mr. PETTIT rose and addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot recognize 
the gentleman from Indiana. [General laughter.| 

| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama. I was here, sir. 
| [A laugh.] I desire to know, if this motion should 
prevail, whether the amount of fees is to be paid 
to the Sergeant-at-arms? [Cries of ** Yes, yes!”’] 
| And if the fines of gentlemen are remitted, then 
| are the fees to he paid out of the treasury? 

| ‘The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

| Mr. CONGER moved to lay the motion on the 


j 


|| table. 
Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and nays; which 
|| were ordered. 
The question having been propounded— 
The SPEAKER said he would now state to the 
' House that, agreeably to parliamentary prece- 
dents, the Clerk would proceed with the roll, and 
call all the members of the House, and on making 
up the returns, the names of those on the list of 
_absentees would be omitted in case they answered. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, understood that there 
were names on the list of the Sergeant-at-arms by 
mistake, and suggested that the list be corrected. 
The SPEAKER replied that the list was the 
subject of correction in case names of gentlemen 
were ascertained to be erroneously upon it. 
Mr. TOMPKINS inquired, in case the motion 
|| to lay on the table failed, and further proceedings 
were dispensed with and the fines remitted, whether 
| they would not be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the House? 
| The SPEAKER replied, that under — 
|| dents the Sergeant-at-arms would be enti ed to 
| his fees out of the contingent fund, in case the 
'' fines were remitted to gentlemen. 
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